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Check our website:
sgsfl.com

Email us:
info@sgsfl.com

Connect with us on 
Suncoast Genealogy Society

Facebook

     Debbe's amateur interest in tracing her family's roots
led her to pursue a professional career in genealogy. In
1996, she attended Brigham Young University and
received a Diploma in Family History. She is one of the
few professional and accredited genealogists in the
Tampa Bay area. Debbe is in private practice where she
presents genealogy seminars and workshops on an on-
going basis. She conducts private and confidential
family Background research studies and assists
individuals on a one-on-one basis to research their
family histories and develop supporting genealogy
records.

To register, send request to:
SuncoastGenSoc@gmail.com

Member Supported. Public Always Welcome

     Debbe will discuss all the new parts of
FamilySearch.org and give an overview of all the
sections of FamilySearch website, such as Trees, Search,
Books, Catalog, Genealogies and Research Wiki. 

Overview of FamilySearch.org

Speaker - Debbe Hagner

21 Feb 2026 Membership Meeting 

 1:30-4:00 pm, on ZOOM ONLY
1:30 SGS Meeting, 2:00 Program

https://sgsfl.com/
mailto:info@sgsfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675
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       Board of Directors
President: John Matthews
Vice President: Eugene Girardi
VP/Membership: Shari Harmon
VP/Programs: Jean Van Horn
Treasurer: Joan Baptist
Secretary: Marianne Bradley
Past President: Robert Pierro
Directors: Peggy Toohey               
                  Ann James
                  Kim Croco-Brooks            

       Committee Chairs & Others
Education: Ann James & Jean Van Horn
Facebook: Beth Bleich
Help Desk: Marianne Bradley
Historian: Ann James
Library Liaison: Peter Cannon
Publicity: Jenny Kidd 
Newsletter: Kim Croco-Brooks
Registered Agent: Shari Harmon
Sunshine: Mary Jane Hough
Web Development: John Matthews
DNA IG: Robert Pierro & John Matthews

SGS Board 2024-2026

      We  h a d  a n o t h e r  g re a t  p re s e n t a t i o n  o n  T i m e L i n e s  b y
K a re n  Fo r t i n  a t  o u r  l a s t  S G S  m e m b e r  m e e t i n g ,  w i t h  a n
i n te re s t i n g  c a s e  s t u d y  a n d  u n ex p e c te d  re s u l t s .  T i m e L I n e s
a re  a n  e s s e n t i a l  ge n e a lo g i c a l  to o l  a n d  w i l l  a l s o  b e  c ove re d
i n  o u r  u p c o m i n g  B eg i n n i n g  G e n e a lo g y  C o u r s e .

      O u r  n ex t  S G S  m e m b e r  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  o n  Fe b r u a r y  2 1 s t
w h e n  D e b b e  H a g n e r  w i l l  t a l k  a b o u t  t h e  N e w  Fa m i ly S e a rc h .
T h i s  i s  a  w e e k  e a r l i e r  t h a n  n o r m a l  to  n o t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e
a n n u a l  P i n e l l a s  G e n e a lo g y  S o c i e t y  s e m i n a r.

     T h i s  i s  a  go o d  t i m e  to  re m i n d  S G S  m e m b e r s  to  reg i s te r  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l
Ro o t sTe c h  c o n f e re n c e ,  M a rc h  5 - 7 ,  a t  S a l t  L a ke  C i t y .  I f  yo u  a re  n o t  go i n g  i n -
p e r s o n ,  i t  i s  f re e  a n d  m a ny  s e s s i o n s  a re  ava i l a b le  o n - l i n e .



Monday, Feb 9 @
1:00-3:00 pm

PHL Conference Room
In-Person Meeting 
open to everyone

Need help researching
online, breaking down a

brick wall? 
Beginners and members are

encouraged to stop by!

Genealogy and DNA IG 
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NEW MEMBER

T o p i c :  T i m e  L i n e  C a s e

Next  Meet ing :  Monday ,  Mar  9

Board Meeting
A l l  S G S  M e m b e r s  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  c o m e

t o  t h e  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .  T h e y  a r e  o n  t h e
f i r s t  Monday  o f  t h i s  m o n t h  o n  Z O O M .

T h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  o n
M a r  2  @  2 : 3 0 p m

Genealogy Help Desk
Tues, Wed & Thurs

1:00-4:00 pm
PHL Genealogy Section

Come jo in  us  at  the Help  Desk!

Ever y  3  Tuesday Tech with  Johnr d

Reminder

DNA Mentors  Avai lable
A re  yo u  w o n d e r i n g  h o w  to

u n d e r s t a n d  yo u r  D N A  re s u l t s ?
D o  yo u  h ave  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t

yo u r  D N A ?  
E m a i l  i n f o @ s gs f l . c o m  to

c o n n e c te d  w i t h  a  M e n to r.

I t  i s  t im e  to  ren ew  yo u r
m e m b e r sh ip  a ga in !

   H ave  yo u  re n e w e d  you r
m e m be rs h ip ?  I t  w i l l  be  r u n n ing  o u t

s o o n .  D o n ’ t  m i s s  out  o n  you r
upc o m in g  m ee t in gs  a n d  m o n th ly

n e ws le t te r s .

   Sen d  to :  Shar i  H arm o n ,  
18 6 4  N o r th woo d  Dr ,  C le ar w a te r ,

F L  337 64  

C h r i s t i n e  F i e c h te r
A n i t a  Fre u d e n t h a l    

B o b  P i e r ro  S h e r r i e  Re re s  

B r i n g  o n e  o f  m o re  o f  yo u r
a n c e s to r s '  t i m e l i n e  a s  w e  w i l l

d i s c u s s  d i f f e re n t  w ays  to  c re a te
t h e m  &  h o w  h e l p f u l  t h ey  a re .

Kr i s t i e  S w o b o d a
k @ s w o b o d a . c o m

D e b b e  H a g n e r
d e b b e . h a g n e r @ g m a i l . c o m



Pinellas Genealogy Society
Saturday, Feb 28 @ 8 am-4 pm

PGS Annual Seminar
Hybrid Meeting & via Zoom 

Speakers: Diana Elder, Taneya Koonce, Debbie
Wilson Smyth

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/

DAR, Caladesi Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Monday of the month
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, North Dunedin Baptist
Church. Contact Debbie Smyth,
dsmyth927@gmail.com for more information

Our Genealogy Friends

Our Genealogy Friends

Fami ly  Search Center
S t  P e t e r s b u rg / S e m i n o l e
9 0 0 0  1 0 6  Av e  N  t h

L a r g o ,  F L 3 3 7 7 7 - 11 4 7

Tarpon Springs Library
Genealogy Research Assistance

(727) 943-4922 ext 6010
Monday, Feb 9 @ 6:30 pm

Topic: Tracking the Trail: Developing
Effective Research Habits

Speaker: Debbie Wilson Smyth
http://tarponlibrary.org/genealogy/
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
http://www.jgstb.org/

Florida Genealogical Society – Tampa 
https://fgstampa.org/

East  Lake Community  L ibrary
4 1 2 5  E  L a k e  R d  S ,  P a l m  H a r b o r ,  F L  

SAR, Clearwater Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, Dunedin Country Club.  
Go to:
 https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/ 
for more information.

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -773 -2665

Largo Publ ic  L ibrary
1 2 0  C e n t r a l  P a r k  D r ,  L a r g o ,  F L  3 3 7 7 1

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -586-7410

FL_StPetersburg@familyhistorymail.org
Ser v i ces :  C o m p u te r s ,  P h o to  n ega t i ve

s c a n n e r ,  P h o to  s c a n n e r ,  P r i n te r

H o u r s :  
Tu e s  1 0  a m - 6  p m  
T h u r s  1 0  a m - 9  p m
S a t  1 0  a m - 4  p m

Manatee Genealogical  Society

 h t tps ://m gs f l . o rg
Fir st  Tuesday on Zoom

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
mailto:dsmyth927@gmail.com
http://www.jgstb.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
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D o  yo u  h ave  a n  i d e a  o n  h o w
to  i m p rove  o u r  n e ws le t te r ?  

D o  yo u  h ave  a  s to r y  o r  a
b re a k t h ro ug h ?

 I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  yo u
w o u ld  l i ke  to  s h a re  -  

a  ge n e a lo g y  t i p ,  
a  w e b s i te  o r  a  a n  u p c o m i n g

eve n t ?  
E m a i l  yo u r  i d e a s  to  
K i m  C ro c o - B ro o ks :

D O  YO U  H AV E  
SO M ETH I N G
 TO  S H ARE?

 i nh i s lov inghands 10
@y ahoo .com

P l e a s e  w e l c o m e  J e n n y  K i d d  a s  s h e  i s  o u r  P u b l i c i t y  C h a i r  P e r s o n  
J e n ny  K i d d  h a s  b e e n  re s e a rc h i n g  h e r  f a m i ly ' s  h i s to r y  s i n c e  h e r
s o n  a s ke d  a b o u t  b u y i n g  a  k i l t  w i t h  t h e  c o r re c t  f a m i ly  t a r t a n  a s
h e  w a s  le a r n i n g  to  p l ay  t h e  b a g p i p e s .  

C l a n  D o n a ld .  T h i s  s t a r te d  h e r  love  o f  ge n e a lo g y .
S h e  h a s  u n c ove re d  ve r i f i e d  p ro o f  o f  h e r
re l a t i o n s h i p  to  D ev i l  A n s e  H a tf i e ld ,  t h e  p a t r i a rc h
o f  t h e  H a tf i e ld  vs  M c C o y  f e u d ,  j o i n e d  t h e  DA R
a n d  h a s  b e e n  o n  t h e  h u n t  to  ve r i f y  h e r
c o n n e c t i o n  to  D u n lu c e  C a s t le  i n  I re l a n d .  H e r
m o t h e r - i n - l aw ,  Ly n n R a e ,  i s  h e r s e l f  a n
a c c o m p l i s h e d  f a m i ly  re s e a rc h e r  a n d  t h ey  b o t h
j o i n e d  S G S  to  m a ke  f r i e n d s  a n d  le a r n  m o re  t i p s  
to  b re a k  t h o s e  b r i c k  w a l l s .  S h e  w o r ks  i n  t h e
m a r ke t i n g  d e p a r t m e n t  a t  h e r  c o m p a ny  a n d  i s
lo o k i n g  to  p u t  t h a t  ex p e r i e n c e  to  w o r k  w i t h  S G S .

     A f te r  s o m e  r u d i m e n t a r y  re s e a rc h
s h e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  f a m i ly  i s  p a r t  o f  

J e n ny  K i d d  w o n
N a t h a n  D y a n

G o o d w i n  b o o k :  
T h e  D e s e r te r ’ s  Ta le

JANUARY MEETING 2026

T i me l i nes  for  Organ i z i ng ,  Ana lyz i ng ,
&  Bre ak i ng  D own  Br i ck  Wa l l s  

S P E A K E R :  K A RE N  A .  FORT IN

   K a re n  s h o w e d  u s  b y  e i t h e r  u s i n g  p e n c i l  a n d  p a p e r  o r  o n
o u r  c o m p u te r ,  h o w  w e  c a n  c re a te  a  t i m e l i n e  f o r  o u r
a n c e s to r.  B y  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  a ge ,  lo c a t i o n ,  a n d  eve n t s  o f
t h e i r  l i f e  a n d  a d d i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s to r i c a l  eve n t ,  a s  w a r s ,
e p i d e m i c s ,  a  m u rd e r  t r i a l  i n  c h ro n o lo g i c a l  o rd e r  w i l l  h e l p
m a ke  t h e i r  s to r y  c o m e  a l i ve  b y  u s i n g  a  s p re a d s h e e t .  

   I  c h a l le n ge  yo u  to  m a ke  a
t i m e l i n e  o f  o n e  o f  yo u r

a n c e s to r s  a n d  b r i n g  i t  to  o u r
n ex t  G e n e a lo g y  a n d  D N A  I G

o n  M o n d ay ,  Fe b r u a r y  9 .  t h

I  h ave  a  te m p l a te  o n  t h e  l a s t
p a ge  o f  t h i s  n e ws le t te r.
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SGS MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MINUTES 

S U N C OA S T  G E N E A LO GY  S O C I E T Y
M I N U T E S  FO R  G E N E R A L  M E E T I N G  -
2 4  JA N UA RY  2 0 2 6
 
M E E T I N G  C A L L E D  TO  O R D E R :  1 : 3 5 P M

I N  AT T E N DA N C E :  S h a r i  w i l l  re p o r t

S E C R E TA RY  R E P O RT :  M i n u te s  a p p rove d
a s  p re s e n te d .

T R E A S U R E R  R E P O RT :  a p p rove d  a s
p re s e n te d

M E M B E R S H I P  R E P O RT :  2 8  c u r re n t
m e m b e r s ,  3  gu e s t s

P RO G R A M S  R E P O RT :  J e a n  p re s e n te d  t h e
p rev i o u s ly  n a m e d  p ro g ra m s  a n d
a n n o u n c e d  a  f u n  s u r p r i s e  f o r  t h e  A p r i l
m e e t i n g .  
 
O L D  B US I N E S S :  
D N A  i n te re s t  g ro u p  f o r  Fe b .  9 ,  w i l l  b e
o n  T i m e l i n e s ,  w h i c h  i s  a p p ro p r i a te  to
f o l lo w  to d ay ’ s  p ro g ra m  o n  T i m e l i n e s .  
T h e  m e m b e r s h i p  vo te d  to  a p p rove  t h e
Po l i c i e s  a n d  P ro c e d u re s  a s  h a s  b e e n
p re s e n te d .  

N E W  B US I N E S S :  A t  t h e  A p r i l  m e e t i n g  w e
w i l l  h ave  t h e  2 0 2 6  e le c t i o n s  f o r  t h e
ye a r  o f  M ay  2 0 2 6 - A p r i l  2 0 2 8 .  

G O O D  A N D  W E L FA R E :  n o  re p o r t  to d ay

S H A R E  T H E  B A S K E T :  J o a n  B a p t i s t
w o n  t h e  $ 2 7  to d ay

D R AW I N G  FO R  D O O R  P R I Z E :  J e n ny
K i d d  w o n  t h e  N a t h a n  D y l a n
G o o d w i n  ge n e a lo g y  mys te r y  b o o k .
 
A DJ O U R N M E N T :  1 : 5 0 p m .  

N OT E S :  n o n e
 
A N N O U N C E M E N T S :  n o n e
 
P RO G R A M :  K a re n  Fo r t i n  w i l l  p re s e n t
to d ay ’ s  p ro g ra m  o n  T I M E L I N E S .  
 
R E S P E C T F U L LY  S U B M I T T E D :
M a r i a n n e  B ra d ley ,  S e c re t a r y
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2 1  Fe b  2 0 2 6 :  S p e a ke r :  D e b b e  Hag ner  -  The  N ew  Fa mi lySe arch
2 8  M a r  20 2 6 :  Spe a ker :  Rob er t  We i s  -  G e ne a log i ca l  Go ld  i n  New E n g land
    To w n  Bo o ks  a n d  Re p o r t s
2 5  Apr  20 2 6 :  E le c t io n s  a n d  Fun  S ur p r i se

2026  MEET INGS

   Yo u  c a n  d i s c ove r  t h e  s e c re t s  to  u nve i l i n g  yo u r
f a m i ly ' s  h i s to r y  w i t h  " Fa m i ly S e a rc h  FAQ , "  t h e  u l t i m a te
gu i d e  to  ge n e a lo g y .
   W i t h  ove r  4 0 0  q u e s t i o n s  a n s w e re d ,  t h i s  b o o k
p rov i d e s  yo u  w i t h  a  ro a d m a p  to  n av i ga te  t h e  i n t r i c a te
w o r ld  o f  f a m i ly  re s e a rc h .
   F ro m  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  ge n e a lo g y
to  h a r n e s s i n g  a d va n c e d  re s e a rc h  s t ra teg i e s ,  t h i s  b o o k
p rov i d e s  yo u  w i t h  t h e  k n o w le d ge  a n d  to o l s  n e e d e d  to
u n c ove r  yo u r  h e r i t a ge .  E x p lo re  t h e  va s t  t re a s u re  t rove
o f  re c o rd s ,  c e n s u s  d a t a ,  a n d  h i s to r i c a l  a rc h i ve s  o n
Fa m i ly S e a rc h . o rg ,  t h e  w o r ld ' s  l a rge s t  ge n e a lo g y
p l a tf o r m .

B y  D e n n i s  F i t z ge ra ld

Yo u  c a n  c o n n e c t  w i t h  o t h e r  c o u s i n s .   

Reg i s t rat io n  f o r  Root sTe c h  2 0 26  i s  now  op en .  T h e  g lo b a l  f a m i ly  d i s c ove r y
eve n t  w i l l  t a ke  p l a c e  M a rc h  5 – 7 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  i n  S a l t  L a ke  C i t y ,  U t a h ,  a n d  o n l i n e  a t
Ro o t sTe c h . o rg .  S e le c t  c o n te n t  w i l l  b e  ava i l a b le  i n  m u l t i p le  l a n gu a ge s .

T h e  3 - d ay  ge n e a lo g y  c o n f e re n c e  i n c lu d e s  a  va r i e t y  o f  f a m i ly  h i s to r y - t h e m e d
a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c lu d i n g :

Key n o te  s p e a ke r s  a d d re s s i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f  f a m i ly  c o n n e c t i o n
H u n d re d s  o f  i n - p e r s o n  a n d  o n l i n e  c l a s s e s  f o r  b eg i n n e r s  a n d  ex p e r t s
A  v i r t u a l  E x p o  H a l l  f o r  b ro ws i n g  a n d  le a r n i n g  a b o u t  n e w  p ro d u c t s
D a i ly  f o r u m s  o n  t h e  l a te s t  b re a k t h ro ug h s  i n  f a m i ly  h i s to r y  re s e a rc h
a n d  i n n ova t i o n




