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Check our website:
sgsfl.com

Email us:
info@sgsfl.com

Connect with us on 
Suncoast Genealogy Society

Facebook

Saturday, 24 Jan 2026, 1:30-4:00 pm 
 Palm Harbor Library in the Conference Room

Timelines 
 for Organizing, Analyzing, and    

            Breaking Through Brick Walls 

Timelines can be a valuable tool in genealogical research. This
presentation will explore ways to create timelines and use
them to organize an ancestor’s information, analyze this
information for gaps or conflicts, and help break through
genealogical brick walls.

Program Speaker:

 Karen Fortin

     Karen Fortin received a Bachelor's Degree in History and a
Master's Degree in Library and Information Science from the
University of South Florida. She worked at the Barbara S.
Ponce Public Library in Pinellas Park, FL for 30 years before
deciding to focus on genealogical research.
Karen's passion for history and research led her to an interest
in genealogy. She began volunteering with the Pinellas
Genealogy Society in Largo, FL in 2012, and was the society's
president from 2014-2017. 
 Karen began providing genealogy and history presenta-
tions in 2016 and has lectured at various genealogical
societies and public libraries, and for other interested
organizations. One of her goals is to help people explore
historical periods, places, and events so that they can better
understand their ancestors and the world in which they lived. 

https://sgsfl.com/
mailto:info@sgsfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675
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       Board of Directors
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VP/Membership: Shari Harmon
VP/Programs: Jean Van Horn
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Secretary: Marianne Bradley
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                  Ann James
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SGS Board 2024-2026

   I t ' s  t h e  t i m e  o f  ye a r  o f  s h o r t  d ays  a n d  go o d  t i m e s  f o r
f a m i ly  ge t - to ge t h e r s .  I  h o p e  yo u ' re  a b le  to  h a n go u t  w i t h
s o m e  o f  t h e  o ld e r  p e o p le  i n  yo u r  f a m i ly  a n d  a s k  t h e m
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  p a s t  a n d  re l a t i ve s  yo u  n eve r  m e t .           
   M ay b e  a s k ,  " W h e n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  yo u  a te
s p a g h e t t I ? "  ( o r  p i z z a ? )  a n d  a b o u t  s o m e  o f  t h e i r  f avo r i te
f o o d s .
   M ay b e  eve n ,  g i f t  s o m e  D N A  k i t s  to  t r y  to  f i n d  m o re
d i s t a n t  c o u s i n s ,  o r  s e e  i f  yo u r  f a m i ly  i s  re a l ly  f ro m  t h e
o ld  c o u n t r y  yo u r  g ra n d p a re n t s  t a l ke d  a b o u t .

   N o w  i s  a l s o  t h e  t i m e  to  s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t  S G S  o f f i c e r  e le c t i o n s  t h a t
w i l l  h a p p e n  a t  o u r  A p r i l  m e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g .  We  h ave  s eve ra l
c a n d i d a te s  f o r  p o s i t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  i s  n eve r  to o  l a te  to  t h ro w  yo u r  h a t  i n  t h e
r i n g  i f  yo u ' d  l i ke  to  vo lu n te e r !

   W i s h i n g  yo u  b r i g h t  a n d  w a r m  h o l i d ays  w i t h  
f a m i ly  a n d  f r i e n d s .



Monday, Jan 12 @
1:00-3:00 pm

PHL Conference Room
In-Person Meeting 
open to everyone

Need help researching
online, breaking down a

brick wall? 
Beginners and members are

encouraged to stop by!

Genealogy and DNA IG 
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NEW MEMBERS

T o p i c :  A n c e s t r y  P r o  T o o l s

Next  Meet ing :  Monday ,  Feb  9

KEY FEATURES OF
 ANCESTRY PRO TOOLS  

HAS TO OFFER

1 .  Tre e  C h e c ke r  
2 .  Tre e  M a p p e r
3 .  E n h a n c e d  S h a re d  M a tc h e s
4 .  S m a r t  F i l te r s
5 .  C h a r t s  &  Re p o r t s  
6 .  N e t w o r ks
7 .  C lu s te r s

Board Meeting
A l l  S G S  M e m b e r s  a r e  w e l c o m e  t o  c o m e

t o  t h e  B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .  T h e y  a r e  o n  t h e
f i r s t  Monday  o f  t h i s  m o n t h  o n  Z O O M .

T h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  o n
F e b  2  @  2 : 3 0 p m

Genealogy Help Desk
Tues, Wed & Thurs

1:00-4:00 pm
PHL Genealogy Section

Come jo in  us  at  the Help  Desk!

Ever y  3  Tuesday Tech with  Johnr d

E l le n  B re u n e l le
e l le n 4 4 5 4 @ g m a i l . c o m

B a r r i e  C a r s o n
c a r s o n 5 4 2 2 @ g m a i l . c o m

L o r ra i n e  S p i c e r
s p i c e r lo @ g m a i l . c o m

Reminder

DNA Mentors  Avai lable
A re  yo u  w o n d e r i n g  h o w  to

u n d e r s t a n d  yo u r  D N A  re s u l t s ?
D o  yo u  h ave  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t

yo u r  D N A ?  
E m a i l  i n f o @ s gs f l . c o m  to

c o n n e c te d  w i t h  a  M e n to r.

I t  i s  t im e  to  re n e w  yo u r  m emb e r sh ip
a ga in !   H ave  yo u  re n e w e d  you r

m e m be r s h ip ?  I t  w i l l  be  r u n n ing  o ut
s o o n .  D o n ’ t  m i s s  out  o n  you r

up c o m in g  m ee t in gs  a n d  m o n th ly
n e ws le t te r s .

   S en d  to :  S har i  H a rm on ,  
18 6 4  N o r th w oo d  D r ,  C le a r w a te r ,  FL
3 3 7 6 4  o r  b r in g  to  o u r  n e x t  me et in g
2 4  Jan ua ry  20 26

J o n  B u r r
A n n  M c G i l l

Ro s e m ay  Pa r ks
J u d y  Tove e  

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=b91476f5ed0f2f06588485184deab4881c76bc542e05c7f76b2e36de7117b88bJmltdHM9MTc2NjAxNjAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3d65014f-6f2e-6c49-1f6f-13296e426d1f&psq=How+does+pro+tools+on+ancestry+work&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9zdXBwb3J0LmFuY2VzdHJ5LmNvbS9zL2FydGljbGUvQW5jZXN0cnktUHJvLVRvb2xzLU1lbWJlcnNoaXA_bGFuZ3VhZ2U9ZW5fVVM


Pinellas Genealogy Society
Saturday, Jan 17 @ 11 am-1 pm

Zoom online meeting only
Topic: All Politics is Local: Researching Your

Political Ancestors
https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/

DAR, Caladesi Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Monday of the month
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, North Dunedin Baptist
Church. Contact Debbie Smyth,
dsmyth927@gmail.com for more information

Our Genealogy Friends

Our Genealogy Friends

Fami ly  Search Center
S t  P e t e r s b u rg / S e m i n o l e
9 0 0 0  1 0 6  Av e  N  t h

L a r g o ,  F L 3 3 7 7 7 - 11 4 7

Tarpon Springs Library
Genealogy Research Assistance

(727) 943-4922 ext 6010
Monday, Jan 12 @ 6:30 pm

Topic: Exploring FamilySearch
Speaker: Debbe Hagner

http://tarponlibrary.org/genealogy/

T H E  S E A R C H E R P A G E  4

J A N  2 0 2 6  V O L .  4 3  I S S U E  1

Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
http://www.jgstb.org/

Florida Genealogical Society – Tampa 
https://fgstampa.org/

East  Lake Community  L ibrary
4 1 2 5  E  L a k e  R d  S ,  P a l m  H a r b o r ,  F L

3 4 6 8 5

SAR, Clearwater Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, Dunedin Country Club.  
Go to:
 https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/ 
for more information.

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -773 -2665

Largo Publ ic  L ibrary
1 2 0  C e n t r a l  P a r k  D r ,  L a r g o ,  F L  3 3 7 7 1

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -586-7410

FL_StPetersburg@familyhistorymail.org
Ser v i ces :  C o m p u te r s ,  P h o to  n ega t i ve

s c a n n e r ,  P h o to  s c a n n e r ,  P r i n te r

H o u r s :  
Tu e s  1 0  a m - 6  p m  
T h u r s  1 0  a m - 9  p m
S a t  1 0  a m - 4  p m

Manatee Genealogical  Society

 h t tps ://m gs f l . o rg
Fir st  Tuesday on Zoom

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
mailto:dsmyth927@gmail.com
http://www.jgstb.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
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 Please contact John Matthews for
more information.

PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE

D o  yo u  h ave  a n  i d e a  o n  h o w
to  i m p rove  o u r  n e ws le t te r ?  

D o  yo u  h ave  a  s to r y  o r  a
b re a k t h ro ug h ?

 I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  yo u
w o u ld  l i ke  to  s h a re  -  

a  ge n e a lo g y  t i p ,  
a  w e b s i te  o r  a  a n  u p c o m i n g

eve n t ?  
E m a i l  yo u r  i d e a s  to  
K i m  C ro c o - B ro o ks :

D O  YO U  H AV E  
S O M ETH I N G
 TO  S H ARE?

 i nh i s lov inghands 10
@y ahoo .com

Yo u  w o u ld  c o o rd i n a te  t h e  a d ve r t i s i n g
o f  a l l  S G S  p ro g ra m s  &  e tc .

   G a r b e r  i s  v i c e  p re s i d e n t  o f  t h e
I n te r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  J e w i s h
G e n e a lo g i c a l  S o c i e t i e s ,  i s  c h a i r  o f  t h e
P h o e n i x  J e w i s h  G e n e a lo g y  G ro u p  a n d
i s  a  b o a rd  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  A r i zo n a
J e w i s h  H i s to r i c a l  S o c i e t y .  S h e  o w n s
E x t ra  Ya d  G e n e a lo g i c a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d
b lo gs  a t  ex t ray a d . b lo gs p o t . c o m .  S h e
h a s  w r i t te n  t w o  b o o ks  a n d  s eve ra l
a r t i c le s  o n  ge n e a lo g i c a l  re s e a rc h .

   E m i ly  G a r b e r  w i l l  d i s c u s s
re s o u rc e s  to  h e l p  u n d e r s t a n d
Eu ro p e a n  m i g ra n t s '  ove r l a n d
j o u r n eys  b e t w e e n  a b o u t  1 8 8 0  a n d
1 9 1 4 .  W h a t  d i d  e m i g ra n t s  k n o w
b e f o re  t h ey  s e t  o f f  o n  t h e  ove r -
l a n d  legs  o f  t h e i r  j o u r n eys ?  W h i c h
ro u te s  m i g h t  t h ey  h ave  t a ke n ?
W h a t  d i d  t h ey  l i ke ly  ex p e r i e n c e
d u r i n g  t rave l  f ro m  t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f
o r i g i n  to  Eu ro p e a n  p o r t s ?  

How D id  They  Get  From There  to  Here?

•  D a te :  S u n d ay ,  J a n . 1 1 ,  2 0 2 6
•  T i m e :  S o c i a l  w i t h  re f re s h m e n t s
&  l i b ra r y  a c c e s s  b eg i n s  a t  1 : 3 0  p . m . ;  
P ro g ra m  –  2  p . m .
•  P l a c e :  G u l f  C o a s t  J e w i s h  Fa m i ly  a n d
C o m m u n i t y  S e r v i c e s
1 4 0 4 1  I c o t  B lvd . ,  C le a r w a te r ,  F L  3 3 7 6 0  
•  S p e a ke r :  G e n e a lo g i s t  E m i ly  G a r b e r

Jewish Genealogical  Society  of  Tampa Bay

   Re s o u rc e s  w i l l  i n c lu d e  ga ze t te e r s ,
B ra d s h aw ' s  C o n t i n e n t a l  R a i lw ay
G u i d e ,  t h e  J e w i s h  C o lo n i z a t i o n
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  A lge m ey n e  Ye d i o t ,  h i g h -
d e f i n i t i o n  m a p s  a n d  i m m i g ra n t
j o u r n a l s .

We wi l l  be  vot ing on
the 

Pol ic ies  Sect ion of  the 
Pol ic ies  and

Procedures Manual  
at  the Januar y  2026

meet ing.  
A  l ink  is  included in

your  emai l .
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M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  2 2  N ov  2 0 2 5
C A L L E D  TO  O R D E R :  1 : 3 0 p m  b y
P re s i d e n t  J o h n  M a t t h e ws  

I N  AT T E N DA N C E :  2 6  

S E C R E TA RY  R E P O RT :  S e p t .  2 7
m i n u te s  a p p rove d  a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n
t h e  O c to b e r  S e a rc h e r.

T R E A S U R E R  R E P O RT :  J o a n  B a p t i s t
A b s e n t  –  N o  re p o r t  to d ay

M E M B E R S H I P  R E P O RT :  S h a r i
a n n o u n c e d  w e  h a d  7 2  m e m b e r s ,
w h i c h  i n c lu d e s  t h e  t h re e  w h o  j o i n e d
a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  to d ay .  We  h a d  2 6  i n
a t te n d a n c e ,  w i t h  9  o f  t h o s e  a s
gu e s t s ,  i n c lu d i n g  M ega n
S m o le ny a k 2  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d .  

P RO G R A M S  R E P O RT :  J e a n  Va n H o r n
re re a d  t h e  u p c o m i n g  re p o r t s  f ro m
S e p te m b e r  a n d  O c to b e r ,  w h i c h  h a s
n o t  c h a n ge d .  

 

SGS MEMBERSHIP
MEETING MINUTES 

N E W  B US I N E S S :  J o h n  w i l l  a p p o i n t  a
n o m i n a t i n g  c o m m i t te e  f o r  o u r  A p r i l
2 0 2 6  e le c t i o n s  f o r  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 8 .  O n e
m e m b e r  f ro m  t h e  B o a rd  a n d  t w o  
a t - l a rge .
+ +  Peg g y  To o h ey  c o r re c te d  u s  t h a t
w e  d o  n o t  n e e d  to  h ave  A p p rova l
M o t i o n s  f o r  t h e  m o n t h ly  re p o r t s .
M a r i a n n e  c o n f i r m e d  t h i s  o n l i n e  –
n o t  n e e d e d .  A n d  a  b i g  T h a n k  yo u  to
Peg g y  f o r  t h e  d e l i c i o u s  h o m e m a d e
t re a t s  t h a t  s h e  s u p p l i e d  f o r  t h e
m e e t i n g .  
 
G O O D  A N D  W E L FA R E :  n o n e

S H A R E  T H E  B A S K E T :  Re c e i ve d  b y
K a t i e  G rave s

D R AW I N G  FO R  D O O R  P R I Z E :  Wo n  b y
b ra n d  n e w  m e m b e r  E l le n  B r u n e l le ,
a  o n e - ye a r  s u b s c r i p t i o n  to  Fa m i ly
Tre e  M a ga z i n e .

A N N O U N C E M E N T S :  n o n e

A D O U R N M E N T :  a t  1 : 5 0  f o r  a  1 0 -
m i n u te  b re a k

R E S P E C T F U L LY  S U B M I T T E D :
M a r i a n n e  B ra d ley ,  S e c re t a r y

P RO G R A M :  We lc o m e  to  M ega n
S m o le ny a k 2  f o r  o u r  Q  &  A  s e s s i o n
w i t h  h e r.  * * We  w o u ld  l i ke  to  t h a n k
a l l  w h o  s u b m i t te d  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t h ey
w e re  a l l  go o d  o n e s  o n  m a ny  to p i c s
a n d  M ega n  ve r y  p ro f e s s i o n a l ly
a n s w e re d  t h e m  a l l  ~ ~ ! !

O L D  B US I N E S S :  B o a rd  o f  D i re c to r s
m e e t i n g  i s  o n  D e c .  1 ,  M o n d ay  o n
Zo o m  a n d  i n  t h e  C o n f e re n c e  Ro o m .
D e c .  2 ,  2 0 2 5  i s  o u r  H o l i d ay  Pa r t y  a t
J o h n ny ’ s  I t a l i a n  Re s t au ra n t .  
J a n  1 2 ,  2 0 2 6  w i l l  b e  o u r  S I G / D N A
m e e t i n g ,  to p i c  to  b e  a n n o u n c e d .  We
w e lc o m e  s ug ge s t i o n s  o n  n e w  to p i c s .  



        S O . . .  G e t  Yo u r  C o p y  To d ay !  Yo u ' l l  B e  G l a d  Yo u  D i d ! ! !
Yo u ’ l l  s t a r t  w i t h  a  s e c t i o n  p a c ke d  w i t h  t r i e d - a n d - t r u e  t i p s  a n d
s t ra teg i e s  to  s h a r p e n  yo u r  f o c u s  a n d  re f re s h  yo u r  a p p ro a c h .
T h e s e  a c t i o n a b le  s ug ge s t i o n s  a re  d e s i g n e d  to  h e l p  yo u  lo o k
b eyo n d  t h e  o bv i o u s  a n d  u n c ove r  c lu e s  h i d d e n  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t .

✔️  L e a r n  h o w  to  re - a n a ly ze  o ld  c lu e s  w i t h  f re s h  eye s
✔️  D i s c ove r  ove r lo o ke d  re c o rd  t y p e s  a n d  w h e re  to  f i n d  t h e m
✔️  U s e  t i m e l i n e s ,  lo c a t i o n  p a t te r n s ,  a n d  re c o rd  c lu s te r s
e f f e c t i ve ly
✔️  G e t  p ra c t i c a l  i d e a s  f o r  re a c h i n g  o u t  to  d i s t a n t  c o u s i n s  &
D N A  m a tc h e s
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2 4  Jan  2 0 2 6 :  S p e a ke r :  K a re n  For t in  -  T ime l ine s
2 1   Feb  20 2 6 :  S p e aker :  D e b b e  H a gn er  -  T he  Ne w  Fa m i lyS e arc h
2 8  M a r  20 2 6 :  Spe a ker :  Rob er t  We i s  -  G e ne a log i ca l  Go ld  i n  New E ng land
    To w n  Bo o ks  a n d  Re p o r t s

2026  MEET INGS

Yo u ’ l l  l e a r n  h o w  t o :

D e te r m i n e  t h e  t y p e  o f  i m a ge  yo u  h ave - - f ro m  c o m m o n
p a p e r  p r i n t s  to  s te re o g ra p h s  to  h i s to r i c a l
d a gu e r re o t y p e s ,  a m b ro t y p e s  a n d  t i n t y p e s
U s e  c lo t h i n g ,  a c c e s s o r i e s  a n d  h a i r s t y le s  to  d a te  t h e
i m a ge  i n  t h e  c o r re c t  d e c a d e
Re s e a rc h  p h o to g ra p h e r ' s  i m p r i n t s  to  n a r ro w  d o w n
w h e n  a n d  w h e re  t h e  p h o to  w a s  t a ke n
C o m p a re  f a c i a l  f e a t u re s  i n  m u l t i p le  p h o to s  to
c o n f i r m  i d e n t i t y  a n d  f a m i ly  re s e m b l a n c e
I n te r v i e w  f a m i ly  m e m b e r s  to  ga t h e r  m o re
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  i m a ge
I d e n t i f y  p ro p s  i n  t h e  p h o to  to  c re a te  c o n te n t  f o r  t h e
i m a ge

M a u r e e n  T a y l o r :  C h e c k  o u t  h e r  Yo u t u b e  v i d e o

✔️  M a s te r  o n l i n e  to o l s  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  yo u  u n c ove r  t h e  m i s s i n g  p i e c e
B y  D e n n i s  F i t z g e r a l d
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N O V E M B E R  M E E T I N G  2 0 2 5  

   M ega n  S m o le ny a k  i s  t h e  d e te r m i n e d  s le u t h  w h o
d i s c ove re d  t h i s  c a s e  o f  h i s to r i c a l  i d e n t i t y  t h e f t
a n d  d evo te d  ye a r s  to  f i gu r i n g  o u t  h o w  i t
h a p p e n e d ,  f i n d i n g  t h e  t r u e  A n n i e ,  a n d  u nve i l i n g
w h a t  h e r  l i f e  w a s  re a l ly  l i ke .  Fo l lo w  a lo n g  a s  t h e
au t h o r  p a r ks  yo u  o n  h e r  s h o u ld e r  a n d  u n rave l s
t h e  mys te r y  o f  E l l i s  I s l a n d ’ s  f i r s t .

W h a t  w e re  s o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  w e re
p re s e n te d  to  M ega n .  

   D o  yo u  h ave  a  b r i c k  w a l l  yo u  a re
w o r k i n g  o n ?  H o w  d o  yo u  p l a n  to
a p p ro a c h  i t ?  I s  t h e re  s o m e o n e  yo u
w o u ld  l i e  to  re s e a rc h ?

   A n c e s t r y ’ s  n e w  e t h n i c i t y  re s u l t s :
H o w  c a n  s o m e o n e  h ave  Fre n c h
C a n a d a  e t h n i c i t y  w h e n  t h e i r  f a m i ly
i s  d o c u m e n te d  c o m i n g  f ro m  Fra n c e ?
Fre n c h  C a n a d a  s h o u ld  b e  I n d i ge n o u s
N a t i ve  A m e r i c a n .

  H o w  d i d  yo u  ge t  i n te re s te d  i n  
ge n e a lo g y ?

   I  a m  ve r y  c o n f u s e d  a b o u t  h o w
to  i n te r p re t  D N A  re s u l t s .  I s  t h e re
a  w ay  o r  go o d  p l a c e  f o r
b eg i n n e r s  to  le a r n  a b o u t  a  h o w
to  u s e  i t  i n  t h e i r  ge n e a lo g y
re s e a rc h ?

   I  w o u ld  l i ke  to  k n o w  h o w  to
o rga n i ze  my  re s e a rc h  i n  b i n d e r s .  I t  i s
i n  f i l e  f o ld e r s  n o w .  I  c a n  d o  t h e  d i re c t
l i n e  a n c e s to r s  b u t  a m  n o t  s u re  w h a t
to  d o  w i t h  t h e  s i b l i n gs  &  i n - l aws .

   H o w  d o  yo u  re s e a rc h  w o m e n
m a i d e n  n a m e  i n  t h e  c i rc a  1 8 4 0 - 1 8 6 0 ,
w h e n  yo u  o n ly  h ave  h e r  m a r r i e d
n a m e ?

W h a t  w a s  t h e  m o s t
f a s c i n a t i n g  o r  yo u r

f o n d e s t  c a s e ?
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