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Est. 1983

22 Nov 2025 Membership Meeting 
 1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 

1:30 SGS Meeting, 2:00 Program
 

Lets Talk Genealogy!
with Megan Smolenyak  2

in Person

   This is your opportunity to ask Megan, a leader in our genealogy community, questions about
any aspect of genealogy! You can ask about the celebrities she has researched, her research
identifying soldiers of wars remains. or her methods of research. Anything about Megan and
genealogy.

Please send your questions to Ann James - jamesamsj@aol.com

   Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak (yes, that’s her real name) is a genealogical adventurer and
storyteller who loves solving mysteries, making unexpected discoveries and pushing the
boundaries of conventional genealogy.
   A popular writer, speaker and TV guest, Megan has appeared on Good Morning America, the
Today Show, the Early Show, CNN, NPR and BBC. In addition to consulting on shows ranging
from Who Do You Think You Are? to Top Chef, she is the author of six books, a Medium and
Huffington Post contributor, a cold case researcher for the Army, BIA, NCIS and the FBI, and
former Chief Family Historian and spokesperson for Ancestry.com.
   Her most recent books are Hey, America, Your Roots Are Showing and Who Do You Think You
Are?: The Essential Guide to Tracing Your Family History, companion guide to the TV series.

For more information go to: www.SGSFL.com
Member Supported. Public Always Welcome

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3718042/
https://medium.com/@smolenyak
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/megan-smolenyak-smolenyak
https://sgsfl.com/
https://sgsfl.com/
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   M o r e  A b o u t  O u r  N o v e m b e r  P r o g r a m

Holiday 
Party
Tuesday, December 2, 2025

at Johnny’s Italian Restaurant
2907 FL SR590, Clearwater

Reservation Required - Prepaid $36 Per Person
Complete the form below and include your check. Hand it to the Treasurer

at our Sept or Oct meeting or mail it to her postmarked no later than
November 15, 2015 to:

Joan Baptist, 2284 Philippine Drive, #29, Clearwater, FL 33763

6 pm - Social; 6:30 - Dinner
Buffet Cost: $36 per person, gratuity & tax included
Buffet in private dinning room for our group

 Rese r vati o n  fo rm  &  mo re  i nfo rmati o n  o n  t he  last  pag e

See you there!

 W i l l  You be at  the November  Meet ing?  
Have you Submitted a  Quest ion for  Megan?

   M ega n  S m o le ny a k  S m o le ny a k  w i l l  b e  p re s e n t ,  i n  p e r s o n ,  a t  o u r
N ove m b e r  m e e t i n g  to  a n s w e r  yo u r  ge n e a lo g y  q u e s t i o n s .   We  a re  a s k i n g
t h a t  yo u  s u b m i t  yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  to  A n n  J a m e s  b y  N ove m b e r  2 0 .
jamesams j@ao l . com T h i s  i s  to  e n s u re  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e
a s ke d  b y  s eve ra l  p e o p le .   S o  f a r  o n ly  t w o  m e m b e r s  h ave  s u b m i t te d
q u e s t i o n s !  

t h

 
   Yo u  c a n  s u b m i t  yo u r  o w n  b r i c k  w a l l  q u e s t i o n s  o r  a s k  h e r  a b o u t  t h e
f a m o u s  p e o p le  s h e  h a s  re s e a rc h e d  o r  T V  s h o ws  s h e  h a s  w o r ke d  o n .   
   T h i s  i s  a  ra re  c h a n c e  to  ge t  yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n s w e re d  b y  a  w e l l - k n o w n ,
p ro f e s s i o n a l  ge n e a lo g i s t .   We  h o p e  yo u  w i l l  t a ke  a d va n t a ge  o f  t h i s
o p p o r t u n i t y .

mailto:jamesamsj@aol.com
mailto:jamesamsj@aol.com


 John Matthews

Monday, Nov 10 @
1:00-3:00 pm

PHL Conference Room
In-Person Meeting 
open to everyone

Genealogy and DNA IG 

President's Message
President's Message
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T o p i c :  E t h n i c i t y  E s t i m a t e s

Next  Meet ing :  Monday  Dec  8

Genealogy Help Desk
Tues, Wed & Thurs

1:00-4:00 pm
PHL Genealogy Section

Need help researching online, breaking down a brick wall? 
Beginners and members are encouraged to stop by! 
 

A l l  S G S  M e m b e r s  a r e
w e l c o m e  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e

B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .  T h e y  a r e
o n  t h e  f i r s t  Monday  o f

t h i s  m o n t h  o n  Z O O M .  T h e
n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  o n

D e c  1  @  2 : 3 0 p m

Board Meeting

Come jo in  us  a t  the  He lp  D esk !

 

 L e t ’ s  d i s c ove r  o u r
e t h n i c i t y  t ra c t s ?  We

w i l l  b e  u n c ove r i n g  t h e
s to r i e s  b e h i n d  o u r

f a m i ly  e t h n i c i t y  &  w h a t
a b o u t  yo u r  e t h n i c i t y  

f a c e .

   We  h a d  a n o t h e r  g re a t  m i n i - s e m i n a r  o n  O c to b e r  2 5
w i t h  L i s a  L o u i s e  C o o ke  d o i n g  2  ve r y  i n te re s t i n g
p re s e n t a t i o n s .  I f  yo u  h ave  a ny  o ld  p h o to g ra p h s  a n d
c a n ' t  q u i te  f i gu re  o u t  w h e re  t h ey  a re  f ro m ,  h e r  t i p s  o n
h o w  to  f i n d  o u t  w h e re  w a s  ve r y  u s e f u l .  T h a n ks  to  a l l
w h o  h e l p e d  o rga n i ze  t h e  eve n t ,  e s p e c i a l ly  A n n  J a m e s
w h o  a l s o  a r ra n ge d  t h e  d o o r  p r i ze s .

   A  re m i n d e r ,  S G S  w i l l  b e  h av i n g  e le c t i o n s  f o r  n e w  o f f i c e r s  i n  A p r i l .
We  a re  lo o k i n g  f o r  m e m b e r s  to  s te p  u p  a n d  vo lu n te e r  to  r u n  t h e  s o c i e t y
a n d  w e  n e e d  yo u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  to  m a ke  t h e  s o c i e t y  s u c c e s s f u l  a n d
m e a n i n g f u l  to  o u r  m e m b e r s .  We  a re  e s p e c i a l ly  lo o k i n g  f o r  p u b l i c i t y  a n d
p ro g ra m s  c h a i r p e r s o n s .

   A l s o ,  m e m b e r s  ( a n d  gu e s t s )  a re  i nv i te d  to  a t te n d  o u r  h o l i d ay  p a r t y  o n
D e c e m b e r  2 ,  Tu e s d ay .  A  s i g n  u p  f o r m  c a n  b e  f o u n d  
a t  o u r  w e b s i te  h t t p s : // s gs f l . c o m .

https://sgsfl.com/


SGS Board
2024-2026

Questions
?

Suncoast Genealogy Society
c/o Palm Harbor Library

 2330 Nebraska Ave.
 Palm Harbor, FL 34683
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Proud Partner with 

Check our website:
sgsfl.com

Email us:
info@sgsfl.com

Connect with us on 
Suncoast Genealogy

Society Facebook

President: John Matthews
Vice President: Eugene Girardi
VP/Membership: Shari Harmon
VP/Programs: Jean Van Horn
Treasurer: Joan Baptist
Secretary: Marianne Bradley
Past President: Robert Pierro
Directors: Peggy Toohey               
                  Ann James
                  Kim Croco-Brooks            
Committee Chairs & Others
Education: Ann James & Jean Van Horn
Facebook: Beth Bleich
Help Desk: Marianne Bradley
Historian: Ann James
Library Liaison: Peter Cannon
Publicity: OPEN POSITION 
Newsletter: Kim Croco-Brooks
Registered Agent: Shari Harmon
Sunshine: Mary Jane Hough
Web Development: John Matthews
DNA IG: Robert Pierro & John Matthews
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J e a n n e  C a r re l l
S u s a n  Fo s te r
K a t i e  G rave s

A n n  J a m e s
J e n ny  K i d d

C l au d i a  M a t t h e ws
L i n d a  R i c e

J o a n n e  M a r ra z zo
K a re n  M o r r i s

B r i a n n a  S my t h

November

December

W h a t  N a t i ve  A m e r i c a n  t r i b e
c e le b ra te d  t h e  f i r s t

T h a n ks g i v i n g  w i t h  t h e
P i lg r i m s ?

A .  Pa s c u a  Ya q u i
B .  S q u a n to
C .  Wa m p a n o a g
D .  C h o c t aw

https://sgsfl.com/
mailto:info@sgsfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675


Pinellas Genealogy Society
Saturday,  Nov 15 @ 11 am-2 pm

Hybrid Meeting & via Zoom
Topic: 1.  Americas Westward Expansion: 

25 Events in 50 Minutes
2. Records of westward Traveling Pioneers

Service Providers
presented by Katherine R. Willison

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/

DAR, Caladesi Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Monday of the month
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, North Dunedin Baptist
Church. Contact Debbie Smyth,
dsmyth927@gmail.com for more information

Our Genealogy Friends

Our Genealogy Friends

Fami ly  Search Center
S t  P e t e r s b u rg / S e m i n o l e
9 0 0 0  1 0 6  Av e  N  t h

L a r g o ,  F L 3 3 7 7 7 - 11 4 7

Tarpon Springs Library
Genealogy Research Assistance

(727) 943-4922 ext 6010
Monday, Nov 10 @ 6:00 pm

Topic: Genealogy with laptops & snacks
Bring your laptop for hands-on 

genealogy workshop
http://tarponlibrary.org/genealogy/

T H E  S E A R C H E R P A G E  5
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
http://www.jgstb.org/

Florida Genealogical Society – Tampa 
https://fgstampa.org/

East  Lake Community  L ibrary
4 1 2 5  E  L a k e  R d  S ,  P a l m  H a r b o r ,  F L

3 4 6 8 5

SAR, Clearwater Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, Dunedin Country Club.  
Go to:
 https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/ 
for more information.

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -773 -2665

An sw er :  C .  Wampan o a g   

Largo Publ ic  L ibrary
1 2 0  C e n t r a l  P a r k  D r ,  L a r g o ,  F L  3 3 7 7 1

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -586-7410

FL_StPetersburg@familyhistorymail.org
Ser v i ces :  C o m p u te r s ,  P h o to  n ega t i ve

s c a n n e r ,  P h o to  s c a n n e r ,  P r i n te r

H o u r s :  
Tu e s  1 0  a m - 6  p m  
T h u r s  1 0  a m - 9  p m
S a t  1 0  a m - 4  p m

Manatee Genealogical  Society

 h t tps ://m gs f l . o rg
Fir st  Tuesday on Zoom

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
mailto:dsmyth927@gmail.com
http://www.jgstb.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
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 Please contact John Matthews for more information.

PUBLICITY 
COMMITTEE

Let’s Get InvolvedLet’s Get Involved

D o  yo u  h ave  a n  i d e a  o n  h o w
to  i m p rove  o u r  n e ws le t te r ?  

D o  yo u  h ave  a  s to r y  o r  a
b re a k t h ro ug h ?

 I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  yo u
w o u ld  l i ke  to  s h a re  -  

a  ge n e a lo g y  t i p ,  
a  w e b s i te  o r  a  a n  u p c o m i n g

eve n t ?  
E m a i l  yo u r  i d e a s  to  
K i m  C ro c o - B ro o ks :

D O  YO U  H AV E  
SO M ETH I N G
 TO  S H ARE?

 i nh i s lov inghands 10
@y ahoo .com

We  a re  a  g ro u p  o f  vo lu n te e r s ,  a  c o - o p e ra t i ve  e n t i t y ,  d e p e n d i n g  o n  e a c h
o t h e r  to  ge t  t h e  j o b s  d o n e .  We  a re  lo o k i n g  f o r  s o m e o n e  w h o  w o u ld  l i ke  to

t a ke  o n  Pu b l i c i t y  o r  P ro g ra m  p o s i t i o n .  

 2  VICE
PRESIDENT/PROGRAMS

N D

 Yo u  w o u ld  a r ra n ge  f o r  s p e a ke r s ,
p ro g ra m s  &  s e m i n a r s  &  e tc .

Yo u  w o u ld  c o o rd i n a te  t h e  a d ve r t i s i n g
o f  a l l  S G S  p ro g ra m s  &  e tc .

We wi l l  be  vot ing on the 
Pol ic ies  Sect ion of  the 

Pol ic ies  and Procedures Manual  
at  the Januar y  2026 meet ing.  

T he l ink  is  included your  emai l .  L o o k i n g  f o r  a
C h r i s t m a s  G i f t  i d e a ?

H o w  a b o u t  a n
A n c e s t r y  m e m b e r s h i p

o r  D N A  k i t  f o r  yo u r
f a m i ly ?  



   W i l l i a m  h a d  t w o  b ro t h e r s  w h o  a l s o  i m m i g ra te d  to
t h e  U n i te d  S t a te s ,  T h o m a s  to  K a n s a s  a n d  J o h n  to
n e a r  W i l l i a m  i n  L u ze r n e  C o u n t y ,  Pe n n s y lva n i a .  I
d i s c ove re d  T h o m a s  f ro m  D N A  m a tc h e s  to  c o u s i n s  i n
K a n s a s  a n d  M i s s o u r i .  J o h n  I  k n e w  a b o u t  f ro m
re s e a rc h i n g  W i l l i a m  a n d  h ave  d i s c ove re d  D N A
m a tc h e s  f ro m  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  a l l  t h re e  o f  t h e m .

   W i l l i a m  m a r r i e d  C a t h e r i n e  Eva n s  i n  Wa le s  i n  1 8 3 8
a n d  t h ey  h a d  f i ve  c h i ld re n  w h e n  t h ey  i m m i g ra te d  to
t h e  US  i n  1 8 5 1 .  W i l l i a m  w a s  a  c o l l i e r  i n  Wa le s  a n d  I
h ave  to  t h i n k  f ro m  t h e  d re a d f u l  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s
i n  t h e  m i n e s  t h a t  i t  w a s  a n  e a s y  d e c i s i o n  to
e m i g ra te  to  a  b e t te r  l i f e .  S a d ly ,  t h e i r  yo u n ge s t
c h i ld ,  a  d aug h te r  C a t h e r i n e ,  d i e d  a t  a ge  2  o n  t h e
vo y a ge  to  N e w  Yo r k .
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MY IMMIGRATANT ANCESTOR
W i l l i a m  R .  M a t t h e ws  ( 1 8 1 7  Wa le s  –  1 9 0 1  Pe n n s y lva n i a )

   T h e  f a m i ly  m ove d  n o r t h  o n  t h e  S u s q u e h a n n a  R i ve r  to  L u ze r n e  C o u n t y
a n d  b y  1 8 7 0  W i l l i a m  h a d  a  f a r m  i n  S p r i n g  B ro o k  To w n s h i p .  I n  1 8 7 8
L a c kaw a n n a  C o u n t y  w a s  c re a te d  f ro m  a  p o r t i o n  o f  L u ze r n e  C o u n t y ,
i n c lu d i n g  S p r i n g  B ro o k  a n d  t h e  c i t y  o f  S c ra n to n .

   M y  2 n d  g re a t - g ra n d f a t h e r  W i l l i a m  R .  M a t t h e ws ,  w a s  b o r n  i n  C a s t le to n ,
M o n m o u t h s h i re ,  Wa le s  to  R i c h a rd  a n d  M a r y  M a t t h e ws .  R i c h a rd  w a s  a
f a r m e r  n e a r  t h e  B r i s to l  C h a n n e l  a n d  l a te r  a  c o l l i e r  i n  s o u t h e a s te r n  Wa le s
a s  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Revo lu t i o n  b ega n  w i t h  a  g ro w i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  c o a l  a n d
i ro n .  B o t h  R i c h a rd  a n d  M a r y  d i e d  i n  Wa le s ,  h e  i n  1 8 7 0  a n d  s h e  i n  1 8 6 5 .

   B y  1 8 5 4  W i l l i a m  a n d  h i s  f a m i ly
h a d  m a d e  t h e i r  w ay  to  D a nv i l l e ,
PA ,  o n  t h e  S u s q u e h a n n a  R i ve r ,
w h e re  t h e re  w a s  w o r k  i n  c o a l  a n d
i ro n  m i n e s .  D a nv i l l e  w a s  a
t ra n s p o r t a t i o n  c e n te r  b e t w e e n
t h e  c o a l  d o c ks  i n  P i t t s to n  a n d
W i l ke s - B a r re ,  c o n n e c t i n g  to
H a r r i s b u rg .  I n  Pe n n s y lva n i a ,
W i l l i a m  a n d  C a t h e r i n e  a d d e d  s i x
m o re  c h i ld re n  to  t h e i r  f a m i ly .
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2 2  N ove m b e r :  S p e a ke r :  M ega n  Smo leny ak  -  Ques t ions  &  Answer s  
0 2  D e c e m be r :  C h r i s tm a s  Par ty  a t  Johnny ’ s  I ta l i a n  Res t aurant
2 4  J a n  2 0 26 :  S p e a ke r :  K a ren  For t in
2 8  Feb  202 6 :  S p e a ke r :  D eb b e  H a gner  -  T he  Ne w Fami lySe arc h

2025-  2026  MEET INGS

                                      o r
   ht tps ://www. i l n .o rg .uk/ i l n_years/year/ 1850 .h tm
M y  l i n e  f ro m  W i l l i a m  i s :
W i l l i a m  P.  M a t t h e ws  ( 1 8 4 5 - 1 9 0 3 )
A r t h u r  W .  M a t t h e ws  ( 1 8 8 8 - 1 9 7 0 )
J o h n  W .  M a t t h e ws  ( 1 9 2 4 - 2 0 1 5 )
 
   I  h ave  h a d  t h e  go o d  f o r t u n e  to  v i s i t  m a ny  o f  t h e  p l a c e s  w h e re  t h e  f a m i ly
l i ve d  i n  M o n m o u t h s h i re  a n d  G l a m o rga n  C o u n t i e s ,  Wa le s ,  a n d  L a c kaw a n n a
C o u n t y ,  Pe n n s y lva n i a .
   I  h ave  f o u n d  a  g re a t  d e a l  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  f a m i ly  f ro m  U K / Wa le s  a n d
US  c e n s u s e s ,  s h i p  p a s s e n ge r  l i s t s ,  c h u rc h  re c o rd s ,  n e ws p a p e r  a r t i c le s  a n d
o t h e r  p l a c e s .  I ’ m  h a p p y  to  s h a re  my  re s e a rc h  u p o n  re q u e s t .

   Yo u  c a n  f i n d  W i l l i a m  R .  M a t t h e ws  o n  my  A n c e s t r y  t re e  a t :
ht tps ://www.ances t ry . com/fami ly - t ree/t ree/73385927?cfp id=442836 12 152
a n d  a t  Fa m i ly S e a rc h  a t :
ht tps ://www. fami lysearch .org/en/t ree/ped igree/ landscape/LRHF-FXR

    W i l l i a m  a n d  h i s  f a m i ly  s a i le d  o n  t h e  “ Q u e e n  o f  t h e  We s t ” ,  a  w e l l - k n o w n
p a c ke t  s h i p .  B y  c h a n c e ,  i t  i s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  a n  a r t i c le  i n  t h e  “ I l l u s t ra te d
L o n d o n  N e ws ”  –  T h e  T i d e  o f  E m i g ra t i o n  to  t h e  U n i te d  S t a te s  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h
C o lo n i e s ,  6  J u l  1 8 5 0 .  Yo u  c a n  re a d  a b o u t  a  t y p i c a l  s a i l i n g  s h i p  vo y a ge ,
i n c lu d i n g  e n g rave d  d e p i c t i o n s ,  a t :
ht tps ://v iewsof thefamine .wordpress . com/ i l lus t rated- london-news/the-
t ide -of -emigrat ion- to - the-un i ted-s tates -and- to - the-br i t i sh -co lon ies/

   W i l l i a m  w a s  a  d e e p ly  re l i g i o u s  m a n  a n d  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0  c e n s u s  i s  a  M e t h o d i s t
P r i e s t .  I n  t h e  1 8 8 0  “ H i s to r y  o f  L u ze r n e ,  L a c kaw a n n a  a n d  W yo m i n g  C o u n t i e s
o f  Pe n n s y lva n i a ” ,  w h e re  t h e  h a m le t  S p r i n g  B ro o k  i s  d e s c r i b e d ,  W i l l i a m  i s
l i s te d  a s  t h e  p a s to r  o f  t h e  C a lv i n i s t i c  M e t h o d i s t  c h u rc h .  I n  1 9 0 0  W i l l i a m  i s
l i v i n g  w i t h  h i s  s o n  T h o m a s ’  f a m i ly ,  a n d  T h o m a s  b y  c o i n c i d e n c e  w a s  a l s o  t h e
1 9 0 0  c e n s u s  e n u m e ra to r.
   C a t h e r i n e  d i e d  i n  1 8 8 7  i n  O ly p h a n t ,  PA  a n d  W i l l i a m  i n  1 9 0 1  i n  S p r i n g  B ro o k .
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O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5  S G S  M I N I  -  S E M N I A R

G ue s t  Spe ake r :  
L i s a  L o u i s e  C oo ke

   L i s a  L o u i s e  C o o ke  s h o w e d  u s  h o w  to  m a ke  A I  yo u r
p e r s o n a l  ge n e a lo g y  a s s i s t a n t  b y  7  w ays :  ge n e ra te
n a m e  l i s t ,  c re a t i n g  a  f a m i ly  t re e ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  re s e a rc h
o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  c re a t i n g  a  re s e a rc h  p l a n ,  a  t i m e l i n e ,  a
lo c a t i o n  gu i d e  a n d  ge n e ra te  a  re a d i n g  l i s t .   
   H o w  G e m i n i  G e m s  c a n  h e l p  yo u  t ra n s c r i b e
d o c u m e n t s ,  n e ws p a p e r  a r t i c le s ,  l e t te r s ,  t ra n s l a te
re c o rd s ,  d eve lo p  re s e a rc h  q u e s t i o n s  &  p l a n s  a n d  m u c h
m o re .  
    L i s a  s h o w e d  u s  3  c a s e s  h o w  to  i d e n t i f i e d  p h o to s .  

    To o l s  w e  c a n  u s e :
1 .  G o o g le  S e a rc h
2 .  G o o g le  I m a ge s  S e a rc h
3 .  G o o g le  E a r t h
4 .  G o o g le  P h o to s
5 .  P h o to  Ed i t i n g  A p p s
6 .  A r t i f i c i a l  I n te l l i ge n c e

L i s a  Lou i se  Cooke  resources :  
B O O K :  The  G ene a log i s t ’ s  Go o g le  To o lb ox ,  3  Ed i t i onr d

b y  L i s a  L o u i s e  C o o ke
Ava i l a b le  a t  ht tp ://t inyur l . com/L i saGoog leBook

 Premiu m M e mb e r s h ip
E xc lu s i ve  a c c e s s  to  L i s a ’ s  v i d e o  c l a s s e s ,  d o w n lo a d a b le  h a n d o u t s ,  p re m i u m

p o d c a s t  &  m o re .
Ava i l a b le  a t  ht tps :// l i sa lou i secooke . com/premium-membersh ip/
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 DOOR PRIZES WINNERS OCT 25,  2025

   T h e  P i lg r i m s '  c e le b ra t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  T h a n ks g i v i n g  i s  a
keys to n e  o f  A m e r i c a ' s  n a t i o n a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  i d e n t i t y .  B u t
i s  w h a t  w e ' ve  b e e n  t aug h t  a b o u t  t h e m  o r  t h e i r  h a r ve s t
f e a s t  w h a t  a c t u a l ly  h a p p e n e d ?  A n d  i f  n o t ,  w h a t
d i f f e re n c e  d o e s  i t  m a ke ?
   T h ro ug h  t h e  c a p t i va t i n g  s to r y  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  t h i s
q u i n te s s e n t i a l ly  A m e r i c a n  h o l i d ay ,  ve te ra n  h i s to r i a n
Tra c y  M c Ke n z i e  h e l p s  u s  to  b e t te r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t a le  o f
A m e r i c a ' s  o r i g i n s — a n d  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s ,  to  g ra s p  t h e
s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s  s to r y  a n d  t h o s e  l i ke  i t .  M c Ke n z i e
avo i d s  b o t h  i d o l i z i n g  a n d  d e m o n i z i n g  t h e  P i lg r i m s ,  a n d
c a l l s  u s  to  love  a n d  le a r n  f ro m  o u r  f l aw e d  ye t  f a s c i n a t i n g
f o re b e a r s .
   T h e  F i r s t  T h a n ks g i v i n g  i s  n a r ra t i ve  h i s to r y  a t  i t s  b e s t ,
a n d  p ro m i s e s  to  b e  a n  i n d i s p e n s a b le  gu i d e  to  t h e
i n te r p l ay  o f  h i s to r i c a l  t h i n k i n g  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  re f le c t i o n  o n
t h e  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  p a s t  f o r  t h e  p re s e n t .

b y  Ro b e r t  Tra c y  M c Ke n z i e  

L e f t  to  R ig h t :  M a r y  J a n e  Hough :  Gen e a lo g y  Ba n k  1  Y R  S ub . ,  Sh ar i
H a rm o n :  Fa m i ly  Tree  Web inars  1  YR  Sub . ,  Sue  M a rt in :  G ene a logy  Tee
S h i r t ,  Peg g y  To o hey :  Fam i ly  Tree  B i r thd ay  Ca lendar ,  B r ian na  Smyth :
Fa m i ly  Tree  Web in ars  1  Y R  Su b .  &  F in d  My  Pas t  1 2  mo nth  Ever yth ing ,
Jo an  B a p t i s t :  Re se a rc h  L i ke  a  Pro  Ind e p e ndent  on- l i ne  S tudy
Co u rs e ,  J e an  Va n  H o r n :  Tre e  o f  L i fe  Meta l  Wa l l  A r t ,  L inda  Sc hne ider :
Ro o t s  Mag ic  1 1  S of t w a re ,  and  Kr i s t i ne  Hug hes :  E a sy  Gen ie  Fo rm s  &
Wo rks h e e t s ,  D ig i ta l  Vo i c e  Reco rder ,  G ene a log y  Tee  S h i r t  an d  G i f t
B as ke t .




