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Est. 1983

 Lisa Louise C
ooke

October Hybrid Mini-Seminar

TOPICS

Make AI Your Personal Genealogy Assistant

25 Oct 2025 SGS Mini-Seminar
 1:00-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 

Speaker Live on Zoom

   Discover how Artificial Intelligence tools can act as your personal genealogy assistant. Learn
the best strategies for using AI to help you with a variety of genealogy tasks, from organizing
information to identifying new research avenues. This session also covers how to automate
repetitive tasks and streamline your genealogical workflow. Discover the incredible potential of
AI to enhance your genealogy research!

Photo Identification & Discovery: 3 Case Studies

Members - $10, Guests - $25 
See Registration form on page 11 or website: www.SGSFL.com or 

Call Shari Harmon (727) 776-0777

    Lisa Louise Cooke is the author of several books including The Genealogist's Google Toolbox,
3  edition. She produces the popular Genealogy Gems Podcast, as well as videos through the
Genealogy Gems Youtube channel and a Premium Membership service at her website at
GenealogyGems.com. She also writes a regular column for Family Tree Magazine and produces
the Family Tree Magazine Podcast.

rd

   In the session, you’ll see how free tech tools and some creative sleuthing strategies turned
unidentified photos into identified treasures. These techniques are also excellent for making
new photo discoveries. You can do this too, and this class will show you how!
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Lets Talk Genealogy!
with Megan Smolenyak  2

in Person
This is your opportunity to ask Megan, a leader in our genealogy community, questions about any
aspect of genealogy! You can ask about the celebrities she has researched, her research identifying
soldiers of wars remains. or her methods of research. Anything about Megan and genealogy.

Please send your questions to Ann James - jamesamsj@aol.com

Megan Smolenyak Smolenyak (yes, that’s her real name) is a genealogical adventurer and
storyteller who loves solving mysteries, making unexpected discoveries and pushing the boundaries
of conventional genealogy.
A popular writer, speaker and TV guest, Megan has appeared on Good Morning America, the Today
Show, the Early Show, CNN, NPR and BBC. In addition to consulting on shows ranging from Who Do
You Think You Are? to Top Chef, she is the author of six books, a Medium and Huffington Post
contributor, a cold case researcher for the Army, BIA, NCIS and the FBI, and former Chief Family
Historian and spokesperson for Ancestry.com.
Her most recent books are Hey, America, Your Roots Are Showing and Who Do You Think You Are?:
The Essential Guide to Tracing Your Family History, companion guide to the TV series.

22 Nov 2025 Membership Meeting 
 1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 

1:30 SGS Meeting, 2:00 Program
 

For more information go to: www.SGSFL.com
Member Supported. Public Always Welcome

Coming th is  November

   More About  Our  November  Program

   M ega n  S m o le ny a k  S m o le ny a k  w i l l  b e  p re s e n t ,  i n  p e r s o n ,  a t  o u r  N ove m b e r
m e e t i n g  to  a n s w e r  yo u r  ge n e a lo g y  q u e s t i o n s .  We  a re  a s k i n g  t h a t  yo u  s u b m i t
yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  to  A n n  J a m e s  b y  N ove m b e r  2 0 t h .  j a m e s a m s j @ a o l . c o m  
   T h i s  i s  to  e n s u re  t h a t  t h e  s a m e  q u e s t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  a s ke d  b y  s eve ra l
p e o p le .  O n c e  w e  h ave  yo u r  q u e s t i o n s ,  w e  w i l l  s e t  u p  t h e  o rd e r  i n  w h i c h  yo u
w i l l  b e  a s k i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  d o n e  i n  t h e  o rd e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n s
w e re  re c e i ve d .  
   O n c e  a l l  S G S  m e m b e r s ,  w h o  h ave  s u b m i t te d  a  q u e s t i o n ,  h ave  h a d  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a s k  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n ,  n o n - m e m b e r s  w h o  h ave  s u b m i t te d
q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  h ave  a  t u r n  to  a s k  t h e i r  q u e s t i o n .  I f  t i m e  p e r m i t s ,  q u e s t i o n s
w i l l  b e  t a ke n  f ro m  o t h e r s  i n  a t te n d a n c e .  
   T h i s  i s  a  ra re  c h a n c e  to  ge t  yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  a n s w e re d  b y  a  w e l l - k n o w n ,
p ro f e s s i o n a l  ge n e a lo g i s t .  We  h o p e  yo u  w i l l  t a ke  a d va n t a ge  o f  t h i s
o p p o r t u n i t y .

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3718042/
https://medium.com/@smolenyak
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/megan-smolenyak-smolenyak
https://sgsfl.com/
https://sgsfl.com/


 John Matthews

Monday, Oct 20 @
1:00-3:00 pm

PHL Conference Room
In-Person Meeting 
open to everyone

Genealogy and DNA IG 

President's Message
President's Message
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T o p i c :  C i v i l  W a r  P e n s i o n  F i l e s

Next  Meet ing :  Monday  Nov  10  

Genealogy Help Desk
Tues, Wed & Thurs

1:00-4:00 pm
PHL Genealogy Section

Need help researching online, breaking down a brick wall? 
Beginners and members are encouraged to stop by! 
 

A l l  S G S  M e m b e r s  a r e
w e l c o m e  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e

B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .  T h e y  a r e
o n  t h e  f i r s t  Monday  o f

t h i s  m o n t h  o n  Z O O M .  T h e
n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  o n

N o v  3  @  2 : 3 0 p m

Board Meeting

Come jo in  us  a t  the  He lp  D esk !

C o m e  j o i n  u s ,
 w e  w i l l  b e  ex p lo r i n g

h o w  to  re t r i eve  &
w h a t  i s  i n  yo u r

a n c e s to r s  C iv i l  War
Pen s ion  F i le s

   O u r  S e p te m b e r  M e m b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g  f e a t u re d  D i a n a  E ld e r
o f  " Fa m i ly  L o c ke t " .  S h e  p re s e n te d  a n  i n t ro d u c to r y  b u t
e n ga g i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  u s i n g  A r t i f i c i a l  I n te l l i ge n c e  w i t h
ge n e a lo g y  a n d  i n c lu d e d  s o m e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  w h e re  s h e  u s e d
A I  to  ge t  m o re  i n s i g h t  i n to  h e r  ge n e a lo g i c a l  p ro b le m s .  
   I  b e l i eve  w e  w i l l  b e  u s i n g  m o re  o f  A I  i n  t h e  f u t u re ,
i n c lu d i n g  w r i t i n g  to o l s  a n d  d o c u m e n t  t ra n s c r i p t i o n  a n d
t ra n s l a t i o n .  

   I  c h a l le n ge d  t h e  au d i e n c e  to  le a r n  m o re  a b o u t  A I  a n d  gave  a  s a m p le
a s s i g n m e n t :  t a ke  a n  a n c e s to r ' s  t i m e l i n e  o r  s i m i l a r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
ge n e ra te  a  s to r y  a b o u t  t h e  a n c e s to r.  T h e re  i s  a n o t h e r  a r t i c le  i n  t h i s  i s s u e
o f  T h e  S e a rc h e r  ( p a ge  8 )  s h o w i n g  h o w  t h i s  m i g h t  b e  d o n e .

   Fo r  O c to b e r  w e  h ave  a  M i n i - S e m i n a r  p l a n n e d  f e a t u r i n g  L i s a  L o u i s e
C o o ke .  Yo u  w o n ' t  w a n t  to  m i s s  t h i s  eve n t ,  o n ly  $ 1 0  f o r  S G S  m e m b e r s .  S e e
o u r  S G S  w e b s i te  f o r  t h e  reg i s t ra t i o n  f o r m .  S e e  yo u  t h e re !



SGS Board
2024-2026

Quest
ions?

Suncoast Genealogy Society
c/o Palm Harbor Library

 2330 Nebraska Ave.
 Palm Harbor, FL 34683
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Proud Partner with 

Check our website:
sgsfl.com

Email us:
info@sgsfl.com

Connect with us on 
Suncoast Genealogy

Society Facebook

President: John Matthews
Vice President: Eugene Girardi
VP/Membership: Shari Harmon
VP/Programs: Jean Van Horn
Treasurer: Joan Baptist
Secretary: Marianne Bradley
Past President: Robert Pierro
Directors: OPEN POSITION               
                  Ann James
                  Kim Croco-Brooks            
Committee Chairs & Others
Education: Ann James & Jean Van Horn
Facebook: Beth Bleich
Help Desk: Marianne Bradley
Historian: Ann James
Library Liaison: Peter Cannon
Publicity: OPEN POSITION 
Newsletter: Kim Croco-Brooks
Registered Agent: Shari Harmon
Sunshine: Mary Jane Hough
Web Development: John Matthews
DNA IG: Robert Pierro & John Matthews
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Merr iam  B urdet te  

       W h i c h  eve n t  t r i g ge re d
t h e  o u t b re a k  o f  t h e  C i v i l
Wa r ?

a .  T h e  M i s s o u r i  C o m p ro m i s e
b .  T h e  E m a n c i p a t i o n
P ro c l a m a t i o n
c .  T h e  B a t t le  o f  Fo r t  S u m te r
d .  T h e  D re d  S c o t t  D e c i s i o n

 

 Ru sse l l  Mar t in

Ro n  H arm on
Sh a r i  Harmo n

Mary  Por t
Red d  S lyker

https://sgsfl.com/
mailto:info@sgsfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675


Pinellas Genealogy Society
Saturday,  Oct 18 @ 11 am-1 pm

Hybrid Meeting & via Zoom
Topic:  DNA & Native Americans

Presented by Richard Hill
https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/

DAR, Caladesi Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Monday of the month
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, North Dunedin Baptist
Church. Contact Debbie Smyth,
dsmyth927@gmail.com for more information

Our Genealogy Friends

Our Genealogy Friends

Fami ly  Searcher  Center

S t  P e t e r s b u rg / S e m i n o l e
9 0 0 0  1 0 6  Av e  N .  t h

L a r g o ,  F L .  3 3 7 7 7 - 11 4 7

Tarpon Springs Library
Genealogy Research Assistance

(727) 943-4922 ext 6010
Monday, Oct 13 @ 6:30pm

Topic: Dead Men Do Tell Tales 
speaker: Karen Fortin

http://tarponlibrary.org/genealogy/
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
http://www.jgstb.org/

Florida Genealogical Society – Tampa 
https://fgstampa.org/

East  Lake Community  L ibrary
4 1 2 5  E  L a k e  R d .  S ,  P a l m  H a r b o r ,  F L

3 4 6 8 5

SAR, Clearwater Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, Dunedin Country Club.  
Go to:
 https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/ 
for more information.

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -773 -2665

An sw er :  c .  T h e  Bat t le  o f  For t  S um ter   

Largo Publ ic  L ibrary
1 2 0  C e n t r a l  P a r k  D r ,  L a r g o ,  F L  3 3 7 7 1

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -586-7410

FL_StPetersburg@familyhistorymail.org
Ser v i ces :  C o m p u te r s ,  P h o to  n ega t i ve

s c a n n e r ,  P h o to  s c a n n e r ,  P r i n te r

H o u r s :  
Tu e s  1 0  a m - 6  p m ;  
T h u r s  1 0  a m - 9  p m ;
S a t  1 0  a m - 4  p m

Manatee Genealogical  Society

 h t tps ://m gs f l . o rg

Fir st  Tuesday on Zoom

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
mailto:dsmyth927@gmail.com
http://www.jgstb.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/


S t r ug g l i n g  w i t h
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  yo u r  D N A
re s u l t s ?  H ave  q u e s t i o n s
f o r  w i t h  yo u  c a n ’ t  f i n d

a n s w e r s ?  E m a i l
i n f o @ s gs f l . c o m  to  ge t

c o n n e c te d  w i t h  a  M e n to r.
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 We are looking for someone
who would like to take on this

position. 
Please contact 

John Matthews  

GENEALOGY  HELP  DESK
H o n e  yo u r  re s e a rc h  s k i l l s  w h i le

h e l p i n g  o t h e r s .  I t ’ s  t h e  m o s t
re w a rd i n g  j o b  t h e re  i s !  

We  c a n  t ra i n  yo u !  C o n t a c t
Mar ianne  Brad ley  to  vo lu n te e r

a n d / o r  s e t  u p  t ra i n i n g  t i m e
w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r

vo lu n te e r s .

PUBL IC IT Y  COMMIT TEE

Other Local ResourcesOther Local Resources
Pa lm Harbor  Museum
2 0 4 3  C u r le w  Rd ,  Pa l m  H a r b o r ,  F L  3 4 6 8 3
P h o n e :  ( 7 2 7 )  7 2 4  - 3 0 5 4
H o u r s :  T h u r s ,  F r i  a n d  S a t ;  1 0  a m  to  2  p m
h t t p s : // w w w . p a l m h a r b o r m u s e u m . c o m

C le ar w ater  H i s tor i ca l  Soc i e ty
6 1 0  S  Fo r t  H a r r i s o n ,  C le a r w a te r ,  F L  3 3 7 5 6
P h o n e :  ( 7 2 7 )  7 5 4 - 8 0 1 9
H o u r s :  We d n e s d ays  &  S a t u rd ays ;  1 0  a m - 2  p m
h t t p s : // w w w . c le a r w a te r h i s to r i c a l s o c i e t y . o rg

Getting InvolvedGetting Involved

D N A  M e nto rs
 Ava i la b le

D o  yo u  h ave  a n  i d e a  o n
h o w  to  i m p rove  o u r

n e ws le t te r ?  
D o  yo u  h ave  a  s to r y  o r  a

b re a k t h ro ug h ?
 I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  yo u

w o u ld  l i ke  to  s h a re  -  
a  ge n e a lo g y  t i p ,  
a  w e b s i te  o r  a  a n
u p c o m i n g  eve n t ?  

E m a i l  yo u r  i d e a s  to  
K i m  C ro c o - B ro o ks :

D O  YO U  H AV E  
SO M ETH I N G
 TO  S H ARE?

 i nh i s lov inghands 10
@y ahoo .com



S E C R E TA RY  R E P O RT :  b y  M a r i a n n e
B ra d ley  
M o t i o n  to  a p p rove d  b y  Peg g y  To o h ey
2  b y  B o b  P i e r ron d

M E M B E R S H I P  R E P O RT :  b y  S h a r i
H a r m o n –  6 7  c u r re n t  m e m b e r s -
1 9  m e m b e r s  p re s e n t  a t  to d ay ’ s
m e e t i n g  p lu s  1  G u e s t - S h a ro n  J e n k i n s  
M o t i o n  to  a p p rove  b y  K i m  C ro c o -
B ro o ks ,  2 n d ,  b y  Re d d  S ly ke r

T R E A S U R E R  R E P O RT :  b y  J o a n  B a p t i s t
-  M o t i o n  to  a p p rove d  b y  M a r i a n n e
B ra d ley ,  2 n d  b y  K i m  C ro c o - B ro o ks
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S H A R E  T H E  B A S K E T :  Wo n  b y
M a r i a n n e  B ra d ley

D R AW I N G  FO R  D O O R  P R I Z E :  B o o k
w o n  b y  Euge n e  G i ra rd i  
 
A DJ O U R N M E N T :  2 : 0 0  P M

P RO G R A M  O N  ZO O M :  W i t h  D i a n a
E ld e r  o n  A I  I N  G E N E A LO GY
 
Re s p e c tf u l ly  S u b m i t te d ,
M a r i a n n e  B ra d ley ,  S e c re t a r y

M e m b e r s h i p  M e e t i n g  2 7  S e p  2 0 2 5
C A L L  TO  O R D E R :  1 : 3 3  p m  b y
P re s i d e n t  J o h n  M a t t h e ws

SGS MEMBERSHIP MEETING
MINUTES

2025-  2026  MEET INGS

2 5  O c to b e r  M i n i - S e m i n a r :  S p e a ke r :  L i s a  L o u i s e  C o o k
     1 .  M a ke  A I  Yo u r  Pe r s o n a l  G e n e a lo g y  A s s i s t a n t  
     2 .  P h o to  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  &  D i s c ove r y :  3  C a s e  S t u d i e s
2 2  N ove m b e r :  S p e a ke r :  M ega n  S m o le ny a k  -  Q u e s t i o n s  &  A n s w e r s  
0 2  D e c e m b e r :  C h r i s t m a s  Pa r t y  a t  J o h n ny ’ s  I t a l i a n  Re s t au ra n t
2 4  J a n  2 0 2 6 :  S p e a ke r :  K a re n  Fo r t i n
2 8  Fe b  2 0 2 6 :  S p e a ke r :  D e b b e  H a g n e r  -  T h e  N e w  Fa m i ly S e a rc h
 

O L D  B US I N E S S :  N o n e

N E W  B US I N E S S :  
   J o h n  ex p l a i n e d  t h e  p ro b le m s  w i t h
t h e  We b  Pa ge  re c e n t ly  a n d  h o p e s
t h a t  i t  h a s  a l l  b e e n  s o lve d .
   E le c t i o n  i n  A p r i l  f o r  2 0 2 6 - 2 0 2 8
O f f i c e r s  -  n e e d  eve r yo n e  to  t h i n k
a b o u t  r u n n i n g  f o r  a n  o f f i c e .
   M o n t h ly  re f re s h m e n t  -  P le a s e  t a ke
yo u r  t u r n  &  s i g n  u p  w i t h  w i t h  Peg g y
To o h ey .
   B o o ks  &  M a ga z i n e s  -  a lw ays  f o r
s a le  a t  o u r  m e e t i n gs ,  S e e  Ro b
J a c o b s o n .

P RO G R A M S  R E P O RT :  J e a n  Va n  H o r n
n o t  i n  a t te n d a n c e .  J o h n  e n c o u ra ge d
t h e  a t te n d a n c e  a t  t h e  M i n i - S e m i n a r
i n  O c to b e r.  

D N A / G e n e a lo g y  I n te re s t  G ro u p -
O c t  2 0 ,  2 0 2 5  o n  C i v i l  Wa r  Pe n s i o n
F i le s
D e c e m b e r  H o l i d ay  Pa r t y  o n  D e c  2 ,
2 0 2 5



                     
   O n e  c a n  u s e  A r t i f i c i a l  I n te l l i ge n c e  ( A I )  to  ge n e ra te  a  s to r y  f ro m  a
t i m e l i n e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f i l e .  W h i le  t h i s  i s  a  ve r y  b a s i c  u s e  o f  A I  i t  s h o ws
h o w  to  ge t  s t a r te d  b e f o re  d o i n g  m o re  c o m p l i c a te d  p ro b le m s .  H e re  I  w i l l
s h o w  a n  ex a m p le  o f  h o w  to  d o  t h i s  u s i n g  a  T i m e l i n e  f ro m  a n  A n c e s t r y  f i l e .

1 )  S e le c t  a  p e r s o n  i n  yo u r  A n c e s t r y  t re e  a n d  go  to  t h e i r  p ro f i le .
2 )  U n d e r  To o l s  ( u p p e r  r i g h t ) ,  s e le c t  P r i n t ,  a n d  a  p r i n t a b le  ve r s i o n
o f  t h e  T i m e l i n e  w i l l  a p p e a r.
3 )  S e le c t  P r i n t  b u t to n  i n  u p p e r  le f t  a n d  p r i n t  to  a  f i l e  ( s e t  d e s t i n a t i o n
a s  S ave  to  P D F  a n d  s e le c t  t h e  S ave  b u t to n )
4 )  I n  a  w e b  b ro ws e r  s u c h  a s  S a f a r i ,  C h ro m e ,  F i re f ox ,  e tc  o p e n  a n  A I  c h a t b o t ,
h e re  w e  w i l l  u s e  " c h a tg p t . c o m "
5 )  I n  t h e  A s k  A ny t h i n g  b ox ,  e n te r  a  p ro m p t ,  w h i c h  te l l s  t h e  c h a t b o t  w h a t
yo u  w a n t  to  d o .  O u r  p ro m p t  g i ve s  a  ro le  a n d  go a l :
Yo u  a re  a n  ex p e r t  ge n e a lo g i s t  a n d  c a n  w r i te  a  l i f e  s to r y  f ro m  a  t i m e l i n e .
6 )  T h e  c h a t b o t  a s ks  w h a t  s t y le  i t  s h o u ld  u s e  ( l i ke  ' s t ra i g h tf o r w a rd
ge n e a lo g i c a l  s t y le "  o r  " n a r ra t i ve  s t y le " .  We  w i l l  p i c k  " n a r ra t i ve  s t y le " .
7 )  I t  w i l l  a s k  i f  w e  h ave  a  t i m e l i n e ,  w e  re s p o n d  " h ave  t i m e l i n e " .
8 )  I t  w i l l  a s k  h o w  to  f i n i s h  t h e  l i f e  s to r y ,  w e  re s p o n d  " s to r y te l l i n g  n a r ra t i ve "
9 )  N o w  i t  w i l l  a s k  a b o u t  w h a t  p e r s o n  to  w r i te  i t  a s ,  p i c k  " t h i rd  p e r s o n "
1 0 )  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  d ra g - a n d - d ro p  t h e  f i l e  o n  t h e  c h a t b o t  w i n d o w .
1 1 )  I t  re p l i e s  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  s to r y  a s  f lo w i n g  tex t .
1 2 )  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I  e n te re d  " s ave  f i l e " ,  a n d  i t  gave  a  l i n k  to  a  P D F  to
d o w n lo a d  w h i c h  I  o p e n e d  i n  A d o b e  Re a d e r.  Yo u  m ay  w a n t  to  e d i t  t h i s  f i l e ,
s o  a s k  t h e  c h a t b o t  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  f i l e  t y p e  t h a t  yo u  w o u ld  l i ke  to  re c e i ve .

   Yo u  m i g h t  n o t i c e  t h e  w r i t i n g  s t y le  m ay  n o t  b e  w h a t  yo u  w a n t ,
w i t h  p h ra s e s  l i ke  " . . . h e  w o u ld  p ro u d ly  g i ve  h i m s e l f  t h e  m i d d le  n a m e . . . "
Yo u  m i g h t  a l s o  n o t i c e  d e t a i l s  t h a t  a re  n o t  t r u e ,  o r  h a l lu c i n a t i o n s .

   A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  a  c h a t b o t ,  yo u  c a n  g i ve  i t  m o re  i n s t r u c t i o n s
o n  h o w  to  p h ra s e  t h e  l i f e  s to r y  to  b e  m o re  f a c t u a l  a n d  le s s  f lo w e r y .
Yo u  m i g h t  a s k  t h e  c h a t b ox  to  re w r i te  i t  w i t h o u t  i n j e c t i n g  f lo w e r y  w o rd s .
P ra c t i c e  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  c h a t b o t  a n d  o t h e r  A I  to o l s / p ro g ra m s .

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5  V O L .  4 2  I S S U E  1 0

T H E  S E A R C H E R P A G E  8

 Us i ng  A I  to  Generate  an  Ances tor ' s  S tory



   A I  c a n  b e  a  va lu a b le  to o l  f o r  ge n e a lo g i s t s .  I t  c a n  a s s i s t
i n  o rga n i z i n g  re s e a rc h ,  s ug ge s t i n g  p o te n t i a l  s o u rc e s ,  a n d
p rov i d i n g  c o n tex t u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m i g h t  le a d  to
f u r t h e r  d i s c ove r i e s .  T h e  key  i s  to  u s e  A I  a s  a
s u p p le m e n t a r y  to o l ,  ve r i f y i n g  i t s  s ug ge s t i o n s  w i t h
p r i m a r y  s o u rc e s  a n d  d o c u m e n te d  ev i d e n c e .  T h i s  a p p ro a c h
e n s u re s  t h a t  A I  e n h a n c e s  ge n e a lo g i c a l  re s e a rc h  w i t h o u t
c o m p ro m i s i n g  i t s  i n teg r i t y .

T H E  S E A R C H E R P A G E  9  

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 5  V O L .  4 2  I S S U E  1 0

t h a t  m ay  s o u n d  lo g i c a l  b u t  c a n  l a c k  a  b a s i s  i n  re a l i t y ,  a
p h e n o m e n o n  k n o w n  a s  " h a l lu c i n a t i o n . "  G i ve n  t h i s
te n d e n c y ,  c a n  A I  s t i l l  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  to  ge n e a lo g i s t s  w h o
p r i o r i t i ze  a c c u ra c y  a n d  t h e  c i t a t i o n  o f  o r i g i n a l
d o c u m e n t s ?

   I t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  to  n o te  t h a t  w h i le  A I  a lw ays  p rov i d e s  a
re s p o n s e ,  i t  i s  n o t  a lw ays  f a c t u a l .  A I  ge n e ra te s  a n s w e r s   

                                  A b o u t  the  auth o r
   Ly n n  Z a c ny  B u s b y  i s  a  l i f e lo n g  le a r n e r  a n d  au t h o r  w i t h  a
g i f t  f o r  m a k i n g  c o m p lex  to p i c s  e a s y  to  u n d e r s t a n d .  H e r
w o r k  s p a n s  ge n e a lo g y ,  a r t i f i c i a l  i n te l l i ge n c e ,  c r y p to c u r re n c y ,
&  l i g h t h e a r te d  re f le c t i o n s  o n  a g i n g — a lw ays  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n
h e l p i n g  eve r yd ay  re a d e r s  f e e l  i n f o r m e d  a n d  e m p o w e re d .
   S h e  h a s  w r i t te n  d e t a i le d  ge n e a lo g i c a l  h i s to r i e s ,  a  b eg i n n e r ’ s  gu i d e  to
A I  f o r  f a m i ly  re s e a rc h e r s .

H o w  (A I )  C a n  He lp  Gene a log i s t s  to  
Re se arch ,  Organ i ze ,  &  D o c um ent

   E a s y G e n i e ,  p u b l i s h e r  o f  f o r m s  a n d  w o r ks h e e t s  f o r
ge n e a lo g i s t s ,  h a s  d o n a te d  a  d o o r  p r i ze  f o r  o u r
s e m i n a r.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h ey  a re  o f f e r i n g  a n  exc lu s i ve
2 0 %  d i s c o u n t  to  S u n c o a s t  G e n e a lo g y  S o c i e t y
m e m b e r s  w i t h  d i s c o u n t  c o d e  SUNCOAST20 .

   T h i s  c o d e  i s  go o d  t h ro ug h  O c to b e r  3 1 s t  o n  t h e i r  w e b  s i te .  
A p p ly  t h e  c o d e  a t  c h e c ko u t  to  s ave  2 0 %  o n  a ny  o rd e r.  I t  c a n  b e  u s e d
f o r  p r i n te d  ge n e a lo g y  c h a r t s ,  o r  f i l l a b le  P D F ’ s  a n d  o t h e r  a c c e s s o r i e s .  
F re e  s h i p p i n g  o n  o rd e r s  ove r  $ 6 0 .  C h e c k  o u t  t h e i r  m e rc h a n d i s e  a t :
h t tps : //easygen ie .o rg/SUNCOAST20 .
   T h e  l i n k  i s  a c t i ve  n o w  u n t i l  O c t  3 1 s t .
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SEPTEMBER MEET ING

Gene a logy  Rese arch  i n  Québec  
&  Mar i t ime  Prov inces

 Euge n e  w o n  b o o k :   
“ T h e  C h e s te r  C re e k  M u rd e r s ”  b y
N a t h a n  D y l a n  G o o d w i n  d o n a te d

b y  S h a r i  H a r m o n

S p e ake r :  
D ia n a  E ld e r

H er e  are  5  K e y  T oo l s :  
C h a tGP T  ( c h a t . o p e n a i . c o m )
C la u d e  ( a n t h r o p i c . c o m / c l a u d e )
G e m in i  ( g e m i n i . g o o g l e . c o m / a p p )
P e r p le x i ty  ( p e r p l e x i t y . a i )  
T r a n s k r ib u s  ( a p p . t r a n s k r i b u s . o r g )
N o te :  T h es e  ar e  f re e  or  you  c a n  upgr a d e  i f
y o u  w an t  t o  e x p lo r e  i n to  i t  d eep e r .

   O n e  o f  o u r  S G S  m e m b e r ,  J o a n  B a p t i s t
p re s e n te d  a t  t h e  E a s t  L a ke  L i b ra r y  h e r  w e a l t h
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  t y p e s  o f  N o t a r i a l  Re c o rd s
o f  Q u é b e c ,  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  P R D H - I G D ,  c e n s u s
re c o rd s  f o r  Q u é b e c  &  A c a d i a  p r i o r  to  1 8 7 1 ,
w o m e n ’ s  m a i d e n  n a m e s ,  reg i s t ra t i o n  o f  b i r t h s ,
m a r r i a ge s ,  d e a t h s ,  a n d  n a m i n g  c u s to m s .   

D i a n a  s h a re d  h o w  to  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  A I ’ s  ro le ,  u s i n g  A I
a s  w e  re s e a rc h  o u r  a n c e s to r s ,  f o r m i n g  re s e a rc h
o b j e c t i ve s ,  t i m e l i n e  c re a t i o n  &  d o c u m e n t  a n a lys i s ,
lo c a l i t y  re s e a rc h ,  c re a t i n g  re s e a rc h  p l a n s ,  w r i t i n g
re s e a rc h  re p o r t s ,  a n d  s o  m u c h  m o re .

                            B logs
D ye r ,  N i c o le  a n d  D i a n a  E ld e r.  Fa m i ly  L o c ke t .

h t t p s : // f a m i ly lo c ke t . c o m /

                                                 Po d cast s
D ye r ,  N i c o le  a n d  D i a n a  E ld e r.  T h e  Re s e a rc h  L i ke  a  P ro  G e n e a lo g y  Po d c a s t  .  M a ny
p o d c a s t s  d i s c u s s  A I .  L i s te n  o n  Yo uTu b e ,  Fa m i ly  L o c ke t ,  o r  o t h e r  p o d c a s t  p ro g ra m s
s u c h  a s  A p p le  Po d c a s t s ,  S p o t i f y ,  B lu b r r y ,  I H e a r t  a n d  Po d s c r i b e .
L i t t le ,  S teve  a n d  M a r k  T h o m p s o n .  T h e  Fa m i ly  H i s to r y  A I  S h o w .  Ava i l a b le  o n  A p p le
Po d c a s t s ,  S p o t i f y ,  B lu b r r y ,  I H e a r t  a n d  Po d s c r i b e .

L i t t le ,  S teve .  A I  G e n e a lo g y  I n s i g h t s .  h t t p s : // a i ge n e a lo g y i n s i g h t s . c o m /

                    D on ’ t  m i ss  her  B logs  &  Podcast s

J o a n  B a p t i s t  i s  a t  t h e  H e l p  D e s k  i f  yo u  n e e d  h e l p  w i t h  yo u r  Fre n c h  C a n a d i a n
a n c e s to r s  o r  a ny  o t h e r  re s e a rc h  t h a t  yo u  n e e d  to  d i s c ove r.






