
Suncoast Genealogy Society Newsletter

28 June 2025 SGS Membership Meeting

J U N E  2 0 2 5   V O L .  4 2  I S S U E  6

T H E  S E A R C H E R P A G E  1

Est. 1983

Look What's Coming in July!
26 Jul 2025 SGS Membership Meeting

Glenn York

This is a case study of a woman that was adopted at birth in the early 1950s. I discuss the
steps used to analyze her DNA matches, then how those matches and family tree
information were used to identify her birth mother and her birth father’s family.

 1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 
Zoom Presentation

Debbe's amateur interest in tracing her family's roots led her to pursue a professional career in
genealogy. In 1996, she attended Brigham Young University and received a Diploma in Family
History. She is one of the few professional and accredited genealogists in the Tampa Bay area.
Debbe is in private practice where she presents genealogy seminars and workshops on an on-
going basis. She conducts private and confidential family background research studies and
assists individuals on a one-on-one basis to research their family histories and develop
supporting genealogy records.

Debbe will go over all the new parts of FamilySearch and give
an overview of all the sections of FamilySearch, such as Trees,
Search, Books, Catalog, Genealogies, and Research Wiki.

Speaker
Debbe Hagner

 1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 
1:30 SGS Meeting, 2:00 Program

 In Person Speaker

https://sgsfl.com/


 John Matthews

Monday, Jun 9 @
1:00-3:00 pm

PHL Conference Room
In-Person Meeting 
open to everyone

President's MessagePresident's Message
J U N E  2 0 2 5  V O L .  4 2  I S S U E  6  

T H E  S E A R C H E R P A G E   2

T o p i c :  H o w  t o  u s e  t h e
L e e d s  C h a r t s  t o  d e t e r m i n e

f a m i l y  g r o u p s

Next  Meet ing :  Monday  Ju l  14  

Tues, Wed & Thurs
1:00-4:00 pm

PHL Genealogy Section

Need help researching online, breaking down a brick wall? 
Beginners and members are encouraged to stop by! 
 

A l l  S G S  M e m b e r s  a r e
w e l c o m e  t o  c o m e  t o  t h e

B o a r d  m e e t i n g s .  T h e y  a r e
o n  t h e  f i r s t  MONDAY  o f

t h e  m o n t h  o n   Z O O M .  T h e
n e x t  m e e t i n g  i s  o n

J u l  7 ,  2 0 2 5  a t  2 : 3 0 p mCome jo in  us  a t  the  He lp  D esk !

T h e  L e e d s  M e t h o d  i s  a  
D N A  m a tc h  a n a lys i s

m e t h o d  t h a t  u s e s  c o lo r
c lu s te r s  c o r re s p o n d i n g
w i t h  s h a re d  a n c e s to r s .  
I t  d i v i d e s  D N A  m a tc h e s  

i n to  f o u r  c o lo re d
q u a d ra n t s  re p re s e n t i n g

e a c h  g ra n d p a re n t .

Denise Manning presented “DNA and Your Family Tree" at the May
SGS Membership meeting. She asked “How many have done a DNA
test?” and only a few indicated they had not.  I  would l ike to invite
those who are sti l l  thinking about doing this or even those who have
but don’t know what to do with their test results,  to attend the
monthly SGS Genealogy and DNA group meeting or visit  the
Genealogy Help Desk at the Palm Harbor Library where we would be
happy to help you learn more about the test and what to expect, or
your test results.

Memorial Day has passed and with it ,  began the unofficial start of summer. I  hope
many of you are planning a vacation trip with adventures or even a family reunion,
with chances to connect with distant cousins. But don’t forget genealogy and take
your family tree info with you!



SGS Board
2024-2026

Quest
ions?
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Proud Partner with 

President: John Matthews
Vice President: Eugene Girardi
VP/Membership: Shari Harmon
VP/Programs: Jean Van Horn
Treasurer: Joan Baptist
Secretary: Marianne Bradley
Past President: Robert Pierro
Directors: Redd Slyker                 
                  Ann James
                  Kim Croco-Brooks            

Committee Chairs & Others
Education: Ann James & Jean Van Horn
Facebook: Beth Bleich
Help Desk: Marianne Bradley
Historian: Ann James
Library Liaison: Peter Cannon
Publicity: OPEN POSITION 
Newsletter: Kim Croco-Brooks
Registered Agent: Shari Harmon
Sunshine: Mary Jane Hough
Web Development: John Matthews
DNA IG: Robert Pierro & John Matthews

Check our website:
sgsfl.com

Email us:
info@sgsfl.com

Connect with us on 
Suncoast Genealogy

Society Facebook
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K aren  G r i f f i n
J o yc e  H o lbro ok
B arb  L o i ze au x  

J a n e t  S ido r  
Redd  S ly ke r

T h e  b e s t  p l a c e  to  s t a r t  yo u  
ge n e a lo g y  re s e a rc h  i s :
a .  I n te r n e t  
b .  G ra n d m a  
c .  N a t i o n a l  A rc h i ve s  
d .  M o r m o n  L i b ra r y  
A n s w e r :  b o t to m  o f  p a ge  4

https://sgsfl.com/
mailto:info@sgsfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675


DAR, Caladesi Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Monday of the month
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, North Dunedin Baptist
Church. Contact Debbie Smyth,
dsmyth927@gmail.com for more information

Our Genealogy Friends

Our Genealogy Friends

​
M a n y  o f  t h o s e  r e c o r d s  c a n  b e

a c c e s s e d  a t  E L C L  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  t h e
o n l y  N o r t h  P i n e l l a s  F a m i l y S e a r c h

a f f i l i a t e  l i b r a r y  a n d  h a v e  p r i v i l e g e s
t o  l i m i t e d - a c c e s s  d a t a b a s e s
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
http://www.jgstb.org/

East  Lake  Commun i ty  L ib rary
A  F A M I L Y  S E A R C H  A f f i l i a t e

L i b r a r y

SAR, Clearwater Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month, 
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, 
Dunedin Country Club.  
Go to:
 https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/ 
for more information.

Contact  the  l i b rary  a t  727 -773 -2665

Hi l l sborough  County  Pub l i c
L ib rary  Cooperat i ve
O n l i n e  G e n e a lo g y  Re s o u rc e s
h t t p s : // h c p lc . o rg

A n s w e r :  b .  G ra n d m a

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
mailto:dsmyth927@gmail.com
http://www.jgstb.org/
https://fgstampa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
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 We are looking for someone
who would like to take on

this position. 
Please contact 
John Matthews 

if you are interested. 

Ge t t i ng  I nvo lv ed
GENEALOGY  HELP  DESK

H o n e  yo u r  re s e a rc h  s k i l l s  w h i le
h e l p i n g  o t h e r s .  I t ’ s  t h e  m o s t

re w a rd i n g  j o b  t h e re  i s !  
We  c a n  t ra i n  yo u !  C o n t a c t

Mar ianne  Brad ley  to  vo lu n te e r
a n d / o r  s e t  u p  t ra i n i n g  t i m e

w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  o t h e r
vo lu n te e r s .

PUBL IC IT Y  COMMIT TEE

Other Local ResourcesOther Local Resources
Pa lm Harbor  Museum
2 0 4 3  C u r le w  Rd ,  Pa l m  H a r b o r ,  F L  3 4 6 8 3
P h o n e :  ( 7 2 7 )  7 2 4  - 3 0 5 4
H o u r s :  T h u r s ,  F r i  a n d  S a t ;  1 0  a m  to  2  p m
h t t p s : // w w w . p a l m h a r b o r m u s e u m . c o m

C le ar w ater  H i s tor i ca l  Soc i e ty
6 1 0  S  Fo r t  H a r r i s o n ,  C le a r w a te r ,  F L  3 3 7 5 6
P h o n e :  ( 7 2 7 )  7 5 4 - 8 0 1 9
H o u r s :  We d n e s d ays  &  S a t u rd ays ;  1 0  a m - 2  p m
h t t p s : // w w w . c le a r w a te r h i s to r i c a l s o c i e t y . o rg

USF-Spec ia l  Co l lec t ions
1 4 0  7  Ave  S ,  S t .  Pe te r s b u rg ,  F L  3 3 7 0 1t h

P h o n e :  7 2 7 - 8 7 3 - 4 1 2 3
h t t p s : // l i b . u s f . e d u

P ine l las  County  H i s tor i ca l  Soc i e ty
h t t p s : / p c h s . w i n n i e d e s i g n a n d p h o to . c o m

Tarpon  Spr ings  Are a  H i s tor i ca l  Soc i e ty
H i s to r i c  Tra i n  D e p o t .  D o w n to w n  Ta r p o n  S p r i n gs ,  F L  
1 6 0  E a s t  Ta r p o n  Ave ,  Ta r p o n  S p r i n gs ,  F L  3 4 6 8 9
P h o n e :  7 2 7 - 9 4 3 - 4 6 2 4
H o u r s :  We d n e s d ays - S a t u rd ays :  1 1 : 0 0  a m - 3 : 0 0  p m
h t t p : // t a r p o n s p r i n gs a re a h i s to r i c a l s o c i e t y . o rg

Di d  you  know
A nyo n e  t h a t
re c r u i t s  t w o

p e o p le  to  j o i n
S G S  w i l l  re c e i ve  a

f re e  o n e - ye a r
m e m b e r s h i p .

FACEBO O K
G RO U P S

A re  yo u  p a r t  o f  o u r
SGS  Fac e b o ok  G ro u p

o r  a ny  o t h e r  
G e n e a lo g y  Fa c e b o o k

g ro u p s ?  T h e re  a re
m a ny  g ro u p s  t h a t

yo u  c a n  j o i n .
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What  unusua l  w ay  have  you  found  in format ion  about  your  ances tor

D O  YO U  H AV E  SO M ETH I N G  TO  S H ARE?
D o  yo u  h ave  a n  i d e a  o n  h o w  to  i n p rove  o u r

n e ws le t te r ?  D o  yo u  h ave  a  s to r y  o r  a
b re a k t h ro ug h ?  I s  t h e re  s o m e t h i n g  yo u
w o u ld  l i ke  to  s h a re  -  a  ge n e a lo g y  t i p ,  

a  w e b s i te  o r  a  a n  u p c o m i n g  eve n t ?  
E m a i l  yo u r  i d e a s  to  K i m  C ro c o - B ro o ks :

i n h i s lov i n g h a n d s 1 0 @ y a h o o . c o m

S t r ug g l i n g  w i t h
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  yo u r  D N A
re s u l t s ?  H ave  q u e s t i o n s
f o r  w i t h  yo u  c a n ’ t  f i n d

a n s w e r s ?  E m a i l
i n f o @ s gs f l . c o m  to  ge t

c o n n e c te d  w i t h  a  M e n to r.

D N A  M e nto rs
 Ava i la b le

M y  m a te r n a l  g ra n d m o t h e r  a n d  t w o  o f  h e r  c o u s i n s  p u b l i s h e d  a  b o o k  
i n  1 9 7 9  o n  t h e i r  J o p l i n g  f a m i ly  t i t le d  " T h e  J o p l i n g - J o p l i n  f a m i ly  w i t h

s o m e  o f  t h e i r  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  E n g l a n d  a n d  A m e r i c a " .  A b o u t  1 9 8 5  I
t h o ug h t  i t  w o u ld  b e  a  go o d  i d e a  to  p u t  eve r yo n e  i n  i t  i n  a  ge n e a lo g y

d a t a b a s e  a n d  b ega n  re s e a rc h i n g  t h e  f a m i ly  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  
L a te r  I  f o c u s e d  my  re s e a rc h  o n  my  p a te r n a l  l i n e s  f ro m  Wa le s ,

S w i t ze r l a n d  a n d  G e r m a ny .  L a te r  I  go t  i nvo lve d  w i t h  ge n e t i c  ge n e a lo g y
a f te r  I  to o k  a n  A n c e s t r y  D N A  te s t .

by  Joh n  Ma t t he w s

2025  MEET INGS

2 8  J u n   F i n d i n g  a  B i r t h  M o t h e r  -  s p e a ke r :  G le n n  Yo r k
2 6  J u ly   T h e  N e w  Fa m i ly  S e a rc h  -  s p e a ke r :  D e b b e  H a g n e r
2 3  Augu s t   S h o w  a n d  Te l l  -  M e m b e r s
2 7  S e p te m b e r   U n d e r s t a n d i n g  A I  i n  G e n e a lo g y :  Fo u n d a t i o n s  a n d  To o l s
-  s p e a ke r :  D i a n a  E ld e r
2 5  O c t   S e m i n a r  -  s p e a ke r :  L i s a  L o u i s e  C o o k
2 2  N ov   Q u e s t i o n s  &  A n s w e r s  -  s p e a ke r :  M ega n  S m o le ny a k
D e c   C h r i s t m a s  Pa r t y

 D o  yo u  h ave  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h o w  to  re s e a rc h ,  w h e re  to
lo o k  f o r  yo u r  a n c e s to r s ,  h ave  a  b r i c k w a l l  t h a t  yo u  c a n  n o t

b re a k ?   G e t  yo u r  q u e s t i o n s  re a d y  f o r  M ega n  S m o le ny a k  
b y  N ove m b e r.

D o  yo u  h ave  a n  h e i r lo o m  f ro m  yo u r  a n c e s to r s  a n d  yo u  w a n t  to
s h a re  yo u r  s to r y  a b o u t  i t ?  Augu s t  i s  t h e  d a te .  

Te l l  J e a n  Va n  H o r n  w h a t  yo u  w a n t  to  s h a re .
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      B o o k  Re p o r t  o n  N a t h a n  D y l a n  G o o d w i n ’ s  l a te s t        
G e n e a lo g y  M u rd e r  M ys te r y ,  T h e  H o l ly w o o d  S t ra n g le r ,
t h e  t h i rd  n ove l  i n  h i s  Ve n a to r  C o ld  C a s e  S e r i e s .  

I n  t h e  g l i t z y ,  g r i t t y  u n d e r b e l ly  o f  1 9 8 0 ’ s  L o s  A n ge le s ,
a  c h i l l i n g  s e r i e s  o f  m u rd e r s  le f t  t h e  c i t y  g r i p p e d  w i t h
f e a r.  S i x  s m a l l - t i m e  a c to r s  a n d  a c t re s s e s  m e t  b r u t a l
e n d s ;  t h e i r  b o d i e s  g ro te s q u e ly  p o s e d  i n  s c e n e s  f ro m
t h e  f i l m s  t h a t  h a d  g i ve n  t h e m  t h e i r  f le e t i n g  f a m e .
T h e  H o l ly w o o d  S t ra n g le r  eva d e d  c a p t u re ,  l e av i n g
b e h i n d  o n ly  a  t ra c e  o f  D N A  a n d  a  lega c y  o f  te r ro r.
D e c a d e s  l a te r ,  t h e  c a s e  re m a i n s  i c e - c o ld ,  a  f avo r i te
f o r  t r u e - c r i m e  a f i c i o n a d o s  b u t  a  n i g h t m a re  f o r
d e te c t i ve s .  T h e  L A P D  C o ld  C a s e  H o m i c i d e  U n i t ,
d e s p e ra te  f o r  a  b re a k t h ro ug h  o n  t h i s  c a s e ,  t u r n s  to
Ve n a to r ,  a n  e l i te  i nve s t i ga t i ve  ge n e t i c  ge n e a lo g y
c o m p a ny  h e a d e d  b y  M a d i s o n  S c o t t - B a r n h a r t .
Kn o w i n g  t h e  m e d i a  s to r m  t h a t  t h e  c a s e  w i l l  a t t ra c t ,
M a d i s o n  re lu c t a n t ly  a g re e s  to  t a ke  o n  t h e
i nve s t i ga t i o n ,  w h e re  s h e  a n d  h e r  s m a l l  te a m  m u s t  u s e
t h e i r  f o re n s i c  ge n e t i c  ge n e a lo g y  s k i l l s  to  i d e n t i f y  o n e
o f  t h e  m o s t  i n f a m o u s  s e r i a l  k i l l e r s  i n  t h e  U . S .  h i s to r y .
B u t  o n ly  i f  t h e  re m a i n i n g  D N A  p rove s  s u f f i c i e n t  to
te s t .  

       I  f i n i s h e d  t h i s  i n t r i gu i n g  b o o k  b y  N a t h a n  l a s t  w e e k  a n d  c a n ’ t  rave
a b o u t  a l l  o f  h i s  b o o ks  a ny  m o re  t h a n  I  h ave  a b o u t  t h e m  i n  t h e  p a s t .  I f
yo u  h ave  a ny  i n te re s t  i n  G e n e a lo g y  a n d  e n j o y  M u rd e r  M ys te r i e s ,  t h i s
b o o k  i s  a  m u s t .  R a t h e r  t h a n  t r y  to  d re a m  u p  my  o w n  s y n o p s i s  o n  i t ,  I
w i l l  j u s t  w r i te  ve r b a t i m  w h a t  N a t h a n  s ays  o n  t h e  b a c k  c ove r  o f  h i s  b o o k
–  a f te r  a l l  h e  i s  a  Wr i te r  a n d  a  G e n e a lo g i s t .  W h o  c o u ld  d e s c r i b e  i t
b e t te r ?  

NATHAN KNOCKS  IT  OUT  OF  THE  PARK  WITH  H IS  LATEST ! !  

I  c a n  s ug ge s t  to  yo u  t h a t  yo u  d o  n o t  t r y  to  ke e p  t ra c k  o f  t h e  n a m e s  a n d
re l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  a l l  o f  t h e  f a m i ly  t re e s  t h a t  t h e  ge n e t i c  ge n e a lo g i s t  g ro u p
a re  s t u d y i n g  a n d  b u i ld i n g ,  j u s t  e n j o y  t h e i r  h a rd  w o r k ,  d e d i c a te d  d ays ,  a n d
s u p e r i o r  s k i l l s ,  a n d  a p p ly  yo u r  o w n  k n o w le d ge  o f  h o w  i t  w o r ks  to
a p p re c i a te  t h e  p ro c e s s  t h ey  w e n t  t h ro ug h  to  s o lve  t h i s  c a s e .  B r i l l i a n t .

M A R I A N N E  B R A D L E Y
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K a t i e  G rave s  w o n  
d o o r  p r i ze  d o n a te d  

b y  J o h n  M a t t h e ws

MAY MEET ING

We lc o m e  o u r  s p e a ke r  D e n i s e  M a n n i n g  a s  s h e  u n c ove r s
G ro u p s  m a tc h e s  b y  s h a re  a n c e s to r s  a n d  h o w  i t  a l l  w o r ks

O u r  n e w e s t
b o o k  a t  t h e

l i b ra r y


