
N A T U R A L I Z A T I O N  I S  T H E  P R O C E S S  B Y  W H I C H  A N  A L I E N  B E C O M E S  A N  A M E R I C A N
C I T I Z E N .  T H E S E  R E C O R D S  C A N  P R O V I D E  A  R E S E A R C H E R  W I T H  V A L U A B L E

I N F O R M A T I O N  S U C H  A S  A N  A N C E S T O R ’ S  P E R S O N ' S  B I R T H  D A T E ,  B I R T H  L O C A T I O N
I N  T H E  O L D  C O U N T R Y ,  O C C U P A T I O N ,  I M M I G R A T I O N  Y E A R ,  M A R I T A L  S T A T U S ,

S P O U S E  I N F O R M A T I O N ,  W I T N E S S E S '  N A M E S  A N D  A D D R E S S E S .  N A T U R A L I Z A T I O N
A N D  T H E  I N D I V I D U A L  S T E P S  T O  C I T I Z E N S H I P  C O U L D  B E  D O N E  A T  A N Y  “ C O U R T  O F

R E C O R D ”  O F  W H I C H  T H E R E  W E R E  5 , 0 0 0  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S .
N A T U R A L I Z A T I O N  A N D  C I T I Z E N S H I P

Suncoast Genealogy Society Newsletter

 1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 
1:30 SGS Meeting, 2:00 Program

 In-Person Speaker
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Est. 1983

 2024-2025
MEMBERSHIP

Reminder  to  a l l  Board Members :
Board meet ings are  move to  the

f i rst  MONDAY of  the month on
ZOOM

Jan 6 ,  2025 at  2 :30pm
NOTE:  Al l  SGS members  welcome

to attend the board meet ings

G o to  s gs f l . co m  a n d  c l i ck  on
“ J o in  U s ”  o r  g o  to  th e  las t
pag e  a n d  f i l l  ou t  th e  fo rm

Death certificates can tell us a lot about how our ancestors lived and died. When
looked at as a group they can also tell us about life and death in their communities. 
This presentation focuses on an analysis of death certificates from Attleboro,
Massachusetts over a five-year period, and shows how they can provide us with a
window into the lives of the people who lived there.

Karen Fortin

https://sgsfl.com/
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Look What's Coming in February!
15 Feb 2025 SGS Membership Meeting
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 " I  h o p e  e v e r y o n e  h a d  a  w o n d e r f u l  h o l i d a y  s e a s o n
w i t h  t i m e  t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s .  M a y b e
e v e n  t i m e  t o  d o  a  l i t t l e  g e n e a l o g y  w i t h  p e o p l e  w h o m
y o u  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  s e e n  i n  a  w h i l e .  W h o  k n o w s  w h e r e
y o u  m i g h t  f i n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  h e l p  y o u  b r e a k  t h r o u g h
t h a t  b r i c k  w a l l !
I n  N o v e m b e r  w e  h a d  a  g r e a t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  b y  C h r i s t i n e
C o h e n  o n  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  N a t u r a l i z a t i o n .  O u r
D e c e m b e r  e v e n t  w a s  a  n i c e  h o l i d a y  g e t - t o g e t h e r  w i t h
m e m b e r s  a n d  I  d i d n ' t  h e a r  m u c h  g e n e a l o g y  d i s c u s s e d ,
m a y b e  a  n i c e  b r e a k  f r o m  o u r  h o b b y .  
 

 1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 
1:30 SGS Meeting, 2:00 Program

 Zoom Speaker

This is a case study of a woman that was adopted at birth in the early
1950s. I discuss the steps used to analyze her DNA matches, then how those
matches and family tree information were used to identify her birth mother
and her birth father’s family.

Glenn York

https://sgsfl.com/
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Classes for the Winter 2025 course will be held on six Friday
afternoons from 1:30-4:00 pm on:

21 February - 4 April 2025 
No class on 7 March 2025 

at the Palm Harbor Library in the Conference Room. 
Please register for the course with Adult Services at the Library

Please arrive 30 minutes early on the first day for sign-in and fee payment
in the Genealogy section of the library.

Cost for the course is $25.00 - Payable at the beginning of the 1st class
Check or cash only, please.

Please register early as we only have 12 seats available due to the room size.

Instructors: Ann James, Jean Van Horn, Marianne Bradley;  Registrar: Shari Harmon

A Six-Week Course

Suncoast Genealogy Society

These classes will teach you the research & documentation process for finding your
ancestors and documenting this information in a form that can be shared with your
family. We will explore the major research websites (Ancestry.com and
FamilySearch.org) and give you the "ins and outs" of these sites. We will cover:

Census Records
Immigration
Timelines

City Directories
FindAGrave
Various Websites

Newspapers
Church Records
Sourcing

Military Records
Naturalization
SSDI

The focus of this course is U.S. records
 

 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CONTACT:  
             Shari Harmon - (727) 776-0777 Email: sharih1046@gmail.com

Website: www.SGSFL.com



SGS Board
2024-2026

Questions?
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Proud Partner with 

President: John Matthews
Vice President: Eugene Girardi
VP/Membership: Shari Harmon
VP/Programs: Jean Van Horn
Treasurer: Joan Baptist
Secretary: Marianne Bradley
Past President: Robert Pierro
Directors: Redd Slyker                 
                  Ann James
                  Kim Croco-Brooks            
Committee Chairs & Others

Education: Ann James & Jean Van Horn
Facebook: Beth Bleich
Help Desk: Marianne Bradley
Historian: Ann James
Library Liaison: Peter Cannon
Publicity: Redd Slyker
Newsletter: Kim Croco-Brooks
Registered Agent: Shari Harmon
Sunshine: Mary Jane Hough
Web Development: John Matthews
DNA IG: Robert Pierro & John Matthews

Check our website:
sgsfl.com

Email us:
info@sgsfl.com

Connect with us on 
Facebook
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JON BURR
ROEMARY PARKS
PETER  SUMMERS

https://sgsfl.com/
mailto:info@sgsfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675


Monday, Jan 13 @
1:00-3:00 pm

PHL Conference Room
In-Person Meeting 
open to everyone

A v a i l a b l e  o n ly  a t  M e m b e r  L ib r a r ie s *
Ancestry  L ibrary  Edi t ion

A v a i l a b l e  a n y w h ere  w i th  y ou r  l i b rar y  c a r d
Fold  3

Her i tage Quest  
A v a i la b le  a ny w h e r e

Cyndi ’s  L ist
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Next  meet ing:  Monday Feb 10 

D O  Y O U  N E E D  MO RE  RES O U R CE S
L O O K  W H AT S  O F F E R E D  A T  T H E  L O CA L  L I BARAY

Palm Harbor  L ibrary

 I n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  g e n e a l o g y  p r o g r a m s  o n  t h e  l i b r a r y  c o m p u t e r

1 .  E n t e r  y o u r  l i b r a r y  c a r d  n u m b e r
2 .  G o  t o  G o o g l e
3 .  O n  P a l m  H a r b o r  L i b r a r y  H o m e  p a g e
4 .  O n  BLUE  R IBBON,  c l i ck  on  eRources
5 .  S c r o l l  d o w n  t o  G e n e a l o g y  a n d  c l i c k  t h e r e
 
H e r e  y o u  w i l l  s e e :
 
 A n c e s t r y  L i b r a r y  E d i t i o n  
 H e r i t a g e  Q u e s t
 F o l d  3
 C y n d i ’ s  L i s t  
 S u n c o a s t  G e n e a l o g y  S o c i e t y



DAR, Caladesi Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Monday of the month
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, North Dunedin Baptist
Church. Contact Debbie Smyth,
dsmyth927@gmail.com for more information

Our Genealogy Friends

Our Genealogy Friends

Tues, Wed & Thurs
1:00-4:00 pm

PHL Genealogy
Section

SAR, Clearwater Chapter
Members meet the 3rd
Wednesday of the month, 
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, 
Countryside Country Club.  Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/SARCl
earwater/ for more information.
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Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
http://www.jgstb.org/

Need help researching online, breaking
down a brick wall? 
Beginners and members are encouraged 
to stop by! 

Come join us at he Help Desk!
 

East  Lake Community
Library

A FAMILY SEARCH Af f i l iate
Library

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
mailto:dsmyth927@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
http://www.jgstb.org/
https://fgstampa.org/


B o b  a n d  R o b

W h a t  h a p p e n e d  a t  o u r  N o v e m b e r  M e e t i n g   
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Christine Cohen

Naturalization is the process by which an alien
becomes an American citizen. These records can
provide a researcher with valuable information
such as an ancestor’s person's birth date, birth
location in the old country, occupation, immigration
year, marital status, spouse information, witnesses'
names and addresses. Naturalization and the
individual steps to citizenship could be done at any
“court of record” of which there were 5,000 in the
United States. 

R e d d  w o n
B e t t i n g e r ’ s
D N A  b o o k

M e m b e r ’ s  g i f t

B e t h  w o n
m e m b e r ’ s  g i f t

T H A N K S G I V I N G  G O O D I E S
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CHRISTMAS PARTY AT CHILL I

Bob  &  Redd
E u g e n e

Kathy ,  Be th ,  Joan

R e d d ,  P a t ,  E l a i n e ,  J e a n B e t h ,  J o a n ,  E u g e n e ,  P e g g y  ,  J o h n

Redd  &  Dan
Peter ,  K im ,  Bob



 For registration information visit: https://SGSFL.com 

This program shares some tips and tricks for overcoming common and uncommon census
research obstacles. Cari will cover topics such as language barriers, literacy, indexing errors,
imaging errors, errors (accidental), and errors (intentional). Using examples, she will
demonstrate each of these issues and suggest solutions for overcoming them.

$25 for Members - $30 for Non-Members

Saturday, 22 Mar 2025, 1:00-4:00 pm
Palm Harbor Library - Speaker live on Zoom 

Census Hurdles: How to Jump Over or Go Around

Utilizing Ancestry’s Databases: Beyond ‘Search’

Cari A Taplin

Spring Mini-Seminar

Intermission: Snacks & Prizes

Learn to utilize Ancestry’s databases beyond the “Search” page to improve your research
results. Learn about their card catalog, lesser-known databases, and tips for deeper
searching. Techniques learned are applicable to nearly all online repositories. Most (if not all)
online collections have a “card catalog” or “collections” feature allowing you to see the
specific databases they hold. Let’s explore!

Cari A. Taplin is related to Roy Rogers. Or at least that’s what her family told her. As a result,
finding her true heritage has been her focus since the year 2000. She is a native of Wood
County, Ohio but now lives in Longmont, Colorado. Cari holds the Certified Genealogist®
credential and has served in a wide variety of volunteer and leadership positions for state,
local, and national societies. As the owner of GenealogyPANTS, she provides speaking
services. She also lends help and shares her expertise as an administrator on the highly
popular Facebook Group “The Genealogy Squad.” Cari currently works for Ancestry
ProGenealogists. Cari’s personal research focuses on midwestern and Great Lakes states.
When she’s not working on her genealogy, she is a wife, and a mother of two young adults.

https://myirelandheritage.com/about-us/sean-quinn/
https://sgsfl.com/


 Suncoast Genealogy Society 
Spring Mini-Seminar Registration Form

Saturday, 22 March 2025, 1:00 - 4:00 pm 

Mail check and completed Registration Form to: 

Register by mail and check. Registrations must be postmarked by Friday, 14 Mar 2025.

PLEASE PRINT: 

$ _____________ Check Total Check # ______________ 

NOTE: No refund requests accepted after Tuesday 18 Mar 2025 

Name(s) ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________ Phone: _________________________________

________________________________________________ **Email: __________________________________

 **Email is required to receive the meeting link. 

Please indicate if you are: _____ Member of Suncoast Genealogy Society (SGS) or a _____ Non-Member

 If you are a member of another genealogy society, please let us know which one 

___________________________________________________________ 

SEMINAR FEE(S): (Add number of registrations) ____ $25 SGS Member ____ $30 Non-Member 

 MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: SUNCOAST GENEALOGY SOCIETY 

Shari Harmon
1864 Northwood Drive 
Clearwater, FL 33764 

For questions or more information email: info@SGSFL.com 
Reminder: Registration envelope MUST be postmarked by Friday 14 Mar 2025 

           at the Palm Harbor Library, Clearwater, or on Zoom

Please indicate if you expect to attend ___ in person ___ via Zoom

http://sgsfl.com/
http://sgsfl.com/
http://sgsfl.com/
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Mai l  T o
S u n c o ast  G e nea lo g y  So c ie ty     

c/ o  Sh ar i  H a r m o n
1 8 6 4  No r th w o od  Dr ive

C le a r w ate r ,  F L  337 64-2 462

SGS  i s  n o w  o f f e r i n g  a  
D N A  M e n t o r i n g  P r o g r a m  

t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  a l l  SG S  m e m b e r s .  T h i s
p r o g r a m  i s  a i m e d  a t  m e m b e r s  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  w i t h

D N A  a n d  n e e d  a  l i t t l e  h e l p .  T h i s  m e n t o r i n g  w i l l  b e
c o n d u c t e d  v i r t u a l l y  v i a  Z o o m  a n d  s t a f f e d  w i t h

k n o w l e d g e a b l e  S GS  m e m b e r s .  T o  r e q u e s t
m e n t o r i n g ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  v i a  e - m a i l  a t

“ i n f o @ s g s f l . c o m ”


