
Monday, July 8 @
1:00-3:00 pm

PHL Conference Room
Hybrid Meeting 

open to everyone
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Est. 1983

Suncoast Genealogy Society Newsletter

27 July 2024 Membership Meeting 

  1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 
In-Person Meeting

Have you reached a brickwall in your research? You just can't find that one piece of
information you need or don't know what to do next. Let us help. We may be able to
provide a fresh perspective.



 John Matthews

President's MessagePresident's Message
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Look What's Coming in August!

Another summer month of hol idays and lots of things to
do!
If  you're not busy at the beach, please think about
attending our “Genealogy and DNA" interest group on
July 8.  We' l l  have a presentat ion on Mitochondrial  DNA
but then an open forum where I 'm sure we' l l  discuss
new features at Ancestry.  
Don't  be shy about attending and we' l l  be glad to help
with any genealogy topic.
And due to our treasurer Jeanne Carrel l  leaving the
area, we are looking for a volunteer to replace her.

24 Aug 2024 Membership Meeting 
 1:30-4:00 pm, Palm Harbor Library 

1:30 SGS Meeting, 2:00 Program
In-Person Meeting

Lâche pas la patate!Lâche pas la patate!

“Lâche pas la patate!” is Québécois slang for “Don’t give up!” Research using French-
Canadian records, which are primarily in the French language, is easier than you might
think. In this presentation SGS members Joan Baptist and Beth Bleich acquaint you with
relevant historical background, the types of records and their resources, and the various
groups of founding mothers and fathers (think DAR cousins) for Québec and Acadia. 
            So, when you encounter your first record in French – “Lâche pas la patate!”

Beth 
Bleich

Joan
Baptist
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Need help researching online, breaking
down a brick wall? 
Beginners and members are encouraged 
to stop by! 

Come join us at he Help Desk!
 

Society NewsSociety News

Our monthly meetings are
on the

4th Saturday @ 
Palm Harbor Library 

1:30 - 4 pm
 

Our monthly meetings are
on the

4th Saturday @ 
Palm Harbor Library 

1:30 - 4 pm
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Tues, Wed & Thurs
1:00-4:00 pm

PHL Genealogy
Section

Classes for the Fall 2024 course will be held 1:30-4:00 pm on:
Fridays, September 6 - October 11, 2024

at the Palm Harbor Library in the Conference Room. 
Please register for the course with Adult Services at the Library

A Six-Week Course

Cost for the course is $25.00 - Payable at the beginning of the 1st class.
Check or cash only, please.

Please register early as we have limited seats available 
due to the room size.

The focus of this course is U.S. records.
 

 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, CONTACT:  
             Shari Harmon - (727) 539-1046  Email: sharih1046@gmail.com

Instructors: Ann James, Marianne Bradley, Jean Van Horn;  Registrar: Shari Harmon



SGS Board
2024-2026

Questi
ons?
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Proud Partner with 

President: John Matthews
Vice President: Eugene Girardi
VP/Membership: Shari Harmon
VP/Programs: Jean Van Horn
Treasurer: Jeanne Carrell
Secretary: Marianne Bradley
Past President: Robert Pierro
Directors: Redd Slyker                 
                  Ann James
                  Kim Croco-Brooks            
Committee Chairs & Others

Education: Ann James & Jean Van Horn
Facebook: Beth Bleich
Help Desk: Marianne Bradley
Historian: Ann James
Library Liaison: Peter Cannon
Publicity: Redd Slyker
Newsletter: Kim Croco-Brooks
Registered Agent: Shari Harmon
Sunshine: Mary Jane Hough
Web Development: John Matthews

Check our website:
sgsfl.com

Email us:
info@sgsfl.com

Connect with us on 
Facebook
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Cather ine  J i r i kow ic
LynnRae  K idd

Edd i  Ozey
Suzanne  Wood

ATTENT ION MEMBERS :
T h e  t r e a s u r e r  p o s i t i o n

i s  o p e n .  
W e  a r e  i n  n e e d .

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d
c o n t a c t  J o h n  M a t t h e w s .

https://sgsfl.com/
mailto:info@sgsfl.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/322399305188675


DAR, Caladesi Chapter
Members meet the 3rd Monday of the month
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, North Dunedin Baptist
Church. Contact Debbie Smyth,
dsmyth927@gmail.com for more information

Our Genealogy FriendsOur Genealogy Friends

SAR, Clearwater Chapter
Members meet the 3rd
Wednesday of the month, 
Sept thru May, 11:30 am, 
Countryside Country Club.  Go to:
https://www.facebook.com/SARCl
earwater/ for more information.

T H E  S E A R C H E R P A G E  5

J U L Y  2 0 2 4  V O L .  4 1  I S S U E  7  

Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay 
http://www.jgstb.org/

https://pinellasgenealogysociety.com/
mailto:dsmyth927@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
https://www.facebook.com/SARClearwater/
http://www.jgstb.org/
https://fgstampa.org/


G E N E A L O G Y  M Y S T E R Y  B O O K S  B Y  M A R I A N N E  B R A D L E YG E N E A L O G Y  M Y S T E R Y  B O O K S  B Y  M A R I A N N E  B R A D L E YG E N E A L O G Y  M Y S T E R Y  B O O K S  B Y  M A R I A N N E  B R A D L E Y

I  k n o w  t h a t  a l l  o f  u s  a r e  s o  b u s y  w i t h  o u r  o w n
g e n e a l o g y  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  t i m e  t o
e n j o y  a  n o v e l -  f r i v o l o u s  i d e a  t o  j u s t  d o  s o m e t h i n g
f r i v o l o u s !  B u t  f o r  u s  a v i d  g e n e a l o g i s t s  a n d  m y s t e r y
a f i c i o n a d o s ,  t h e s e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b r i n g  t o g e t h e r  a
v e r y  e n j o y a b l e  r e a d .  O u r  r e c e n t  m e e t i n g  w a s  w i t h
N a t h a n  D y l a n  G o o d w i n ,  o n e  o f  t h e  m o r e  p r o l i f i c  w r i t e r s
i n  t h i s  g e n r e .  H e  h a s  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  1 2 - 1 3  g r e a t  b o o k s
f o r  u s ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  T H E  A S Y L Y M  a n d  H I D I N G  T H E  P A S T .
O t h e r  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  y o u  a r e :
S T E V E  R O B I N S O N  –  T h e  l a s t  Q u e e n  o f  E n g l a n d –  T h e  L o s t
E m p r e s s  –  T o  t h e  G r a v e  &  m o r e .
R E T T  M a c P H E R S O N  –  F a m i l y  S k e l e t o n s  –  A  V e i l e d
A n t i q u i t y  –  A  C o m e d y  o f  H e i r s
D A N  W A D D E L L  –  B l o o d  A t o n e m e n t  –  T h e  B l o o d  D e t e c t i v e
P A T R I C I A  S P R I N K L E -  D e a t h  o n  t h e  F a m i l y  T r e e  -  S i n s  o f
t h e  F a t h e r s
A l s o  o n  t h e  l i s t  f o r  u s  a r e :  M .  J .  L E E ,  W E N D Y  P E R C I V A L ,
E L I Z A B E T H  L O W E L L ,  B R Y N N  B O N N E R ,  S T E P H E N
M O L Y N E U X  A N D  K A T E  M O R T O N ,  A N D  J I M M Y  F O X  T h e r e
a r e  m a n y  m o r e  o u t  t h e r e  t o  b e  d i s c o v e r e d .
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S u g g e s t i o n sS u g g e s t i o n s

I n  A p r i l  E u g e n e  G i r a r d i  g a v e  a  s h o w - a n d - t e l l  w i t h  p r e c i o u s
f a m i l y  p o r t r a i t s .  H i s  t e a c h i n g  p o i n t s  w e r e :
( 1 )  S o m e  o l d  p h o t o g r a p h s  m i g h t  b e  “ c o v e r e d  o v e r ”  w i t h  b l a c k
c h a r c o a l  a n d  w h i t e  c h a l k  w i t h  a l l  t h e  s h a d e s  o f  g r e y .  C o m p a r e
“ d o - o v e r s ”  w i t h  a c t u a l  p h o t o s  t o  d e t e c t  u n n a t u r a l  p o m p a d o u r s
a n d  k u p i e  d o l l  l i p s .  A r t i s t s  l i k e d  t o  g l a m o r i z e  p h o t o s .  

( 2 )  N o t  e v e r y  o i l  p a i n t i n g  w a s  i n  c o l o r .  S u r p r i s e !
M a n y  w e r e  i n  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e  o i l .  I f  y o u  a r e  l u c k y
e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  a n  o r i g i n a l  c a n v a s ,  n e v e r ,  n e v e r ,
N E V E R  f o l d  i t  f o r  s t o r a g e .  F o l d i n g  p e r m a n e n t l y
d a m a g e s  t h e  p o r t r a i t  c a u s i n g  c h u n k s  o f  p a i n t  t o  
f l a k e  o f f .



W h a t  h a p p e n  a t  o u r  J u n e  M e e t i n g  T e a  P a r t y  

w i t h  Na t h a n  Dy l a n  Go o d w i n

w i t h  Na t h a n  Dy l a n  Go o d w i n

D i d  N a t h a n  f i n d  H e n r y ?
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Tea  
Anyone?

J o a n  w o n  
M e m b e r ’ s  B a s k e t

S h a r i  w o n  
N a t h a n ’ s  B o o k K a t i e  w o n
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