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What's Happening in JUNE

Monday, 13 June 2022
1:00-3:00 pm
PHL Conference Room
Topic: Review of DNA Sessions
presented at NGS 2022

Struggling with understanding your DNA
results? Have questions for which you can't
find answers? Email info@sgsfl.com to get
connected with a DNA Mentor.

Tues, Wed & Thurs
1:00-4:00 pm
Tech Tues: 21 June
PHL Genealogy Section
Need help researching online,
breaking down a brick wall or
just looking for some encouragement
with your research?
Come join us at the Help Desk!

Saturday, 25 June 2022, 1:00-4:00 pm via live feed at PHL

For more
information
click here.
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President's Message
It’s summer already. The temperature may be going up
but SGS is going full speed into summer. All our programs
will continue without a summer break thanks to our hardworking board and committee members. I encourage our
members to take full advantage of what we offer.
Attend a DNA meeting to learn more about DNA. Need some help with DNA?
Send us an e-mail and we will assign you a mentor. Invite a friend to our
monthly meeting (no charge for attending as a guest).Take advantage of the
Genealogy Help Desk. They are doing a terrific job helping beginners as well as
experienced members
.

Genealogy is the perfect summer time activity. You get to stay cool in the air
conditioning and no sunscreen is required. Enjoy the summer.

Look what's coming!
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Getting to Know:
My passing interest
in genealogy turned
into an enjoyable
hobby about eight
years ago after my
husband and I retired
and moved to FL
from MD. I was
Janet Sidor
pleasantly surprised
(SGS Director)
to discover the many
great resources and interest groups in this
area. A new acquaintance invited me to an
SGS meeting. I joined the society and
enrolled in the Genealogy 101 course
which is taught so ably by Jean Van Horn
and Ann James. It got me off to a great
start. Next, I took a DNA test and signed
up for an Ancestry account. It wasn’t long
before I was contacted by Michel, a
French Canadian DNA match in his mid
70’s, with whom I shared 187cMs. He
emailed me in both French and English to
explain that he had been adopted at age 5
by a wonderful couple, but was searching
for the identity of his biological parents
and asked for my help. He stated that the
records for adoptees in Quebec were
going to be unsealed by law within a year
if the birth parents were deceased or if
they gave permission. Michel was looking
forward to this with great anticipation, but
he wanted to explore every lead while he
waited.
I knew that my maternal Grandmother had
been born and raised in PA, and that her
Father had immigrated there from Quebec
as a young man. In fact, after my Mother’s
(cont'd on Page 4)
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Barb began doing
genealogy research in the
early 2000's. In 1978, she
did an oral history with her
grandmother (born in 1892)
after watching "Roots".
She says, "I've always
been interested in
genealogy and collecting
Barb Loizeaux
family stories." Barb was
also
fortunate to receive many family papers and
pictures because she had shown interest in
the family history. The areas of the US in
which her research is focused are: New York,
Maine, Massachusetts, Vermont, Connecticut,
Virginia, Delaware, Washington DC and
Wisconsin.
As for researching internationally, Barb says,
"When I traveled to Holland in 1983, I visited
the town of Deventer where my 8th great
grandfather was born. He emigrated to New
Amsterdam."
If she could ask one of her deceased
ancestors a question Barb reflects, "I never
knew my paternal grandparents, so I would
love to find out more about their lives growing
up in Harlem and by the Hudson River. They
were born in 1874 and 1882."
As for anything else the member might find
interesting about her, her research or her
family history, Barb shared three thoughts:
"In researching my and my husband’s tree,
I’ve discovered that we are related to one
another in 4 ways! (many generations back).
My greatest discovery is that my 2nd great
grandmother’s diaries were donated to the NY
Public Library. I found them and I have a copy
of them! (NYC mid 1850’s)
and I love doing trees for family and
friends." (Sounds like a potential SGS Help
Desk recruit!!!)
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(cont'd from Page 3)
passing, I had become the custodian of an
8 page family tree prepared 50 years ago
by one of my Grandmother’s many
cousins. I pulled it out of storage and
looked it over. There were a lot of French
names. I forwarded the charts to Michel
who was very pleased and suggested that
we work together on a type of Mirror Tree
that he would set up on Ancestry.
We both began to enter data, starting with
the names on the family tree. As a French
speaker, Michel was able to validate
records and sources. The tree grew
quickly and it was exciting to discover that
our roots extended back to the very
founding of Quebec.
Our direct ancestors were some of the
first settlers who emigrated from France
and include soldiers, farmers, traders, and
Filles du Roi. I was fascinated to learn that
the term Filles du Roi means Daughters of
the King. It is used to refer to the
approximately 770 young French women,
most of them commoners of humble birth,
who were recruited to immigrate to New
France between 1663-1673 as part of a
program sponsored by King Louis XIV of
France. It was designed to boost the
population there by encouraging single
men to marry and start families. In this way
France could maintain its territorial claim
against the competing English colonies.
The young women were held to high
standards which were based on their
moral calibre and their fitness to survive
the hard work demanded of a colonist.
Some presented a letter of reference from
their parish priest and each received
adowry at the king’s expense.
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After arriving in New France, many of the
women were housed by the Ursuline nuns
who instructed them in the domestic arts
and conducted a 17th century version of
speed dating. When a suitable match was
made, the couples signed a marriage
contract before a notary and were later
married in the Catholic Church. The
program was very successful and many
Canadians can trace their origins back to
these young women.
When Michel’s adoption records were
finally released, it turned out that his
Mother was my Grandmother’s first cousin
and her name was listed on the family tree
that I had sent to him. Tragically, she had
died at 27 years of age leaving behind 2 yo
Michel and a husband who was not his
Father. It may be the husband began to
struggle and gave Michel up for adoption in
the hopes that he would have a better life.
As a result of our collaboration, Michel was
able to connect with other members of his
biological family in Quebec. He told me that
he met one relative for lunch and was given
a photo of his Mother which he treasures.
As a rookie genealogist, I was just amazed
by it all and completely hooked.
Another highlight in my genealogy journey
occurred this past year when I was
admitted into the Daughters of the
American Revolution. I qualified for
membership based on the service of my
5th Great-grandfather, Benjamin
Hutchinson, who provided aid to the cause
of American Independence through his
work as a surveyor (Loudoun Co. VA, 1777).
(cont'd on Page 5)
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(cont'd from page 4)
As a native Washingtonian, I have attended
events in beautiful DAR Constitution Hall, but
never imagined that I might be eligible to join
the society. It is an honor to belong to such an
historic and patriotic organization.

Our Genealogy Friends

My question for an ancestor would be directed
to Andrew, Benjamin’s Father, who served as a
vestryman and a church warden at Pohick
Church in Truro Parish, Fairfax, VA from 17441748. This Episcopalian church is still active
today and proudly describes itself as “the
home church of George Washington and
George Mason.” My question for Andrew is:
“Did you know them?”
Future goals include researching in Virginia,
New York, Ontario, Quebec, Wales, England,
Scotland, and France. I would also like to help
my husband search for his roots in Poland,
Germany, Serbia, and Hungary.
I am very grateful to my ancestors and want to
do my best to preserve their stories. That’s
why getting it all organized so that it can be
shared and enjoyed by the family is becoming
such a priority.

Jewish Genealogical Society of Tampa Bay
http://www.jgstb.org/
West Pasco County Genealogical Society
Contact: debbehagner@yahoo.com
Caladesi Chapter, DAR
Meets the 3rd Monday of the month,
September thru May at the
Friendship Hall
Corner of Wood St and Douglas Ave
Dunedin, FL

Barb Loizeaux
Janet Sidor
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Clearwater Chapter,
SAR
Meets the 3rd Wed of
the month,

September thru May
at the Dunedin Golf
Club
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Other Local Resources

Palm Harbor Museum
2043 Curlew Rd, Palm Harbor, FL
Phone: (727) 724 -3054
Hours: Thurs, Fri and Sat; 10 am to 2 pm
https://www.palmharbormuseum.com/

THE SEARCHER

PAGE 6

JUNE 2022

VOL. 39 ISSUE 6

SGS Board for
2022-2024
President - Robert Pierro
Vice President - John Matthews
VP/Membership - Shari Harmon
VP/Programs - Jean Van Horn
Treasurer - Joan Baptist
Secretary - Judy Bishara
Past President - Debbie Smyth
Director - Rosanne Bender
Director - Donnie Hanson
Director - Janet Sidor

Committees & Others
Historian - Ann James
Publicity/Newsletter - Rosanne Bender
Help Desk - Marianne Bradley
Education Co-Chairs - Ann James &
Jean Van Horn
Facebook/Sunshine - Julie Rodriguez
Web Development - John Matthews
Library Liaison - Peter Cannon
Registered Agent - Shari Harmon

Questions?
Check our webpage:
sgsfl.com
Email us at
info@sgsfl.com
Connect with us on
Facebook

Susan Reece, Tarpon Springs

Getting Involved
Volunteer with the Genealogy Help Desk
Hone your research skills while helping others. It's
the most rewarding job there is. We can train you!
Contact Marianne Bradley to volunteer and set up
training time with other volunteers.
The 1950 U.S. Census has finally arrived. However it
needs indexing. Our Society is partnering with PGS to
index Pinellas County and you can volunteer to help
from your own home. To volunteer contact
Debbie Smyth (SGS) or Karen Fortin (PGS) at
info@pinellasgenealogysociety.org
Meanwhile, you can help index on FamilySearch.org
on your own. They have helpful information on
https://www.familysearch.org/en/info/1950-censusdetails.

Proud member with the
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